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MEeTHopisTs at EXETER. 
WHEREIN 


The Characters of the RIO T ERS, their 
Aiders, and Abettors, are fully deſcribed, this Reaſons 
and Pretenſions fairly examined, and fully refuted. 


We TRIRD EDITION, corrected and amended. 
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IN DI CAT TON. 


To which are preſixed 


Some ARGUMENTS to prove that Poperp 
is a Religion in its own Nature more deteſtable, 
and abundantly more deſtructive to Human So- 
. than Mabometiſm or Pagan Idolatry. 
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late Perſecution, 8 


u R firſt Reformer MIA R TIN 1.6 
THER Was born at Iſebe, a little 
| Town in the County of eee 


And notwithſtanding be was of poor 
Parentage, they found Means to e- 
ducate him a Scholar, and very early ſent him, to 
the Univerſity of Magdeburg; where he ſoon ren- 
der'd himſelf very conſpicuous by his extraordinary 
Abilities. . At the Age of Twenty he commenced 
Maſter of Arts; and, ſoon after, at the Univerſity 
of Mittemberg, took his Degree as Doctor of Divi- 
nity: And for many Pears preach'd with great A 
plauſe and Reputation. 

In the Tear 1317, ſome of the Clergy, envying 
the growing Reputation of Luther, began to charge 
him with Hereſy, and to declare openly that his 
| Dodtrines and Sermons were not favourable to the 
Church. Luther, finding himſelf thus attack'd, 
and being ſenſible he had advanced ſome Things 
contrary to the common receiv'd Opinions, like an 


honeſt Man, diffident of himſelf and Cauſe, was 
A 2 deter- 
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determined to lay aſide for a Time all controverted 
Points, and to engage in a more free and impartial 


Study of the Scriptures, and then to recant or vin- 
dicate, as the Truth ſhould appear. And, after 
having examined the Sacred Records with great La- 
bour and Aſſiduity, he preſently became more and 


more convinced, that the then Eſtabliſhment was a 
wicked and unrighteous one, inconſiſtent with, and 
ſubverſive of, all the Principles of true and genuine 
Chriſtianity. oF 
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In Conſequence of this Conviction, he openly 
declar'd, both in his Sermons and Writings, againſt 
all the ungodly Claims of Spiritual Men, and all 
coercive Power in the Church; and deny'd ſhe hath 
any Right to add new Articles to the Chriſtian 


Faith, or to impoſe her own Explications, or Con- 


ſequences, on the Conſciences of others. He open- 
ly exhorted all his Followers to adhere to the holy 
Word of GOD: Affirming, that he thought him- 
ſelf bound, in Duty to GOD, and Love to the 
Souls of his Hearers, publickly to declare, That the 
Sacred Writings of the Old and New Teftament 


contain'd a full and compleat Revelation of the 
Mind and Will of GOD, and that they ought to 
be eſteem'd as the only infallible Rule of the Faith 
and Practice of every Chriſtian; and that, by this 


| | Rule, or Standard, all Opinions ought to be fairly 
and impartially examined : And alſo, that the De- 


crees of Popes or Councils, Synods, Convocations, 
or Aſſemblies, or any Body of Men whatever, 
were not of equal Authority with the Word of 
GOD: And that the main Deſign of obliging Peo- 
ple to receive, and to ſubmit to, theſe arbitrary De- 


' crees, was only to keep them in a aviſh Depen- 


| dafice on the then Eſtabliſh'd Clergy, the be to 
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tes the Purpoſe of their n Avarice, 
Ambition, and Luxury. He likewiſe openly pro- 


teſted again the Infallibility of the Pope, and in a 


Variety of Particulars againſt the Superſtition, Fraud, 


Violence, and tyrannical impoſing Spirit of the 
Church of Reme. He alſo aſſerted the Right of 
private Judgment, and that every Man mult judge 
of the Senſe and Meaning of Scripture for himſelf, 
and ought to remain undiſturb'd in the quiet and 
peaceable Enjoyment of his Principles. 


Theſe Doctrines and Principles were the Baſis and 
Foundation of the Reformation; and were by Lu. 


ther openly aſſerted, and propagated with that Bold- 


neſs and Courage that i is inſeparable from the Cauſe 
of Truth and Juſtice, And, notwithſtanding all 
the furious Attacks of the neiglibouring Clergy, the 
Number of his Followers daily increaſed. No 


Wonder the Clergy were ſo alarm'd. They pre- 


ſently ſaw that ſhould Luther's Scheme take place, 


Chriſtianity muſt be reduced to the alone Standard 


of REason and SCRIPTURE, — the two greateſt 


Enemies in the World to the Sacerdotal Empire. 


This Affair of Luther was at firſt confin'd to very 
narrow Limits; only within the Acquaintance of a 
few Private Men. Andhad the Clergy never oppreſs'd 


him with that true Ecclefiaſtical Spirit of Rage, Fu- 


ry, and Violence, probably we in this Part of the 


World had never heard of his Name, nor of that 
glorious Reformation, of which (under GO D) he 


was the chief Inſtrument; but at this Moment had 
been, both Body and Soul, tied down i in Chains and 


Fetters of Darkneſs and Slavery. 


In the Year 1521, at the Diet of Worms, the Cler- 


gy, with great Art * Cunning, got an Edict paſ- 


led ayd publiſhed, by which this poor Martin Luther 
was 
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was declared to be an 1 and Schiſmatick. 


And the moſt cruel Puniſhments were ordained a- 
gainſt all thoſe that ſhould receive and protect him, 
or that ſhould be Readers of his Books, or F ollow- 


ers of his Doctrines. 


The grand Charge exhibited againſt him at the 
Diet was, That he was an Enemy to the Cyurcn: 
That he preach'd Hereſy and Nonſenſe, and de- 
ftroy*d the Peace of the CnuR H. The Publicati- 
on of this Edict, which was intended to ſuppreſs 
Lutheraniſm, or the new Religion, as it was then 
call'd, gave it a prodigious and ſurpriſing Spread, 
that within the Compaſs of two Years it prevail*d 
not only in all the Great Towns in Germany, but 
was got even into Italy, Switzerland, and many o- 
ther Parts of Europe, in ſpite of all the Oppoſition 
from the Devil, the Pope, the Clergy, and all their 


Adherents; — who had the dreadful Mortification 


to ſee, what they had intended - ſhould overthrow. 
and aboliſh the new Religion, had turn'd out to its 
ſurpriſing Increaſe and Advancement, But what 
gave the Clergy a particular Diſguſt was, that the 
Followers of this new Religion were remarkable in 
their Adherence and Attachment to the New Teſta- 
ment; the Knowledge and Practice of. which, they 


well knew, would deſtroy their exorbitant. Power 


and Wealth. And therefore they determined' to 


make another bold and wicked Attack on the F. 
lowers of the new Religion (for ſo they were then 


generally call'd). 
In the Year 1529, at the Grand Diet of the 


Princes of -the Empire, at Spires, in Germany, the 
following Edict, or Decree, was agreed to by the 
Orthodox then preſent ; ; — that is, by the Majority ; 


vix. that 1 it ſhould be lawful for no one to change 


His 
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© his Religion; nor ſhould any Catholic be allow 4 
* to embrace Lutheraniſm. That the Sacramentari- 
ans ſhould be baniſh'd the Empire. That the 4 
nabapliſ ſhould be puniſh'd — 1 Death. And 
* that no Preacher whatſoever ſhould explain the 
* Scriptures in any other Senſe than what was 2e : 


ved of by the Church.“ 


The CIEkRNOVY concluded, that the dreadful Per- 
ſecution and Bloodſhed that muſt unavoidably enſue 
from this wicked and cruel Decree, - could not fail to 
extirpate and root up Lutheraniſm at once. But 
they again found themſelves vaſtly miſtaken. And, 
to their unſpeakable Surprize and Chagrine, in the 
very Diet many warm Debates were made againſt 
the Decree ; and it met with a long and vehement 
Oppoſition. However, at laſt, that ignorant and 
knaviſh Cry of the CyHurcn's BEING IN DANGER 
prevall'd, and the Decree was paſs'd by an unqueſ- 


tionable Majority. Againſt this diabolical Decree ſe- 


veral Princes of the Empire were greatly enraged, 
and enter'd their publick Proteſt, viz. Jobn Flec- 
tor of Saxony, George Marquis of Brandenburgb, 


Philip Landgrave of Heſſe, and Wolffgans Prince of 


Anbault. To whom the following Fourteen Free 
Cities of Germany joined themſelves ; wiz. Straſ- 
burg, Norimberg, Ulm, Conſtance, Lindau, Meme 
ningen, Kempen, Nordlingen, Heliburn, Rentlingen, 
Ine, St. Gall, Weiſſenburg, and Winaſheim, And 
from this ProTEsT-the Lutherans firſt obtain'd the 
Name of PRoTESTANTS; which was afterwards gi- 


ven in Common to all who ſeparated themſelves . 


from the tyrannical and idolatrous CHvRcH. of 


ROME. 
And here I can't omit CE Notice, that His | 


preſent MaJjzsTy is deſcended from one of thoſe | 


Noble 
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Noble Houſes who zjoid'd d in this Protefi,. againſt the ; 


Crueltics and Superſtitions of the Church e of Rome, 
Happy we! whoſe Prince is deſcended from a 
1 of Nobles who early embraced, and reſolutely 


defended, the PRO TEST AN A Retiows and 


who moſt eminently adorn'd their Rank and Dignity, 


by boldly oppoſing the wicked and impious Claims of 


Eccleſiaſtical Men; who, for many Ages, under the 
Notion of the Church, had moſt erievouſly oppreſ- 
ſed the Liberty of the Chriſtian World. May their 
Succeſſors ever follow their N Example, and 


then they will be Defenders of that Faith which is 


the Reſult of Conviction and Evidence, and ny 


fit for Reaſonable Beings. 


My Deſign in giving you this ſhort Account of 
the Riſc, and ſurpriſing Progreſs, of the RErok- 
MATION In Germany, is chiefly to demonſtrate, that 


the more any Religion or any particular Denomina- 


tion of Chriſtians are perſecuted, the more they will 
ſpread and increaſe, and the ſtronger will 1 It be rivet- 


ted 1 in the Minds of its Votaries. 


What at preſent has led me to theſe a | 


was the late dreadful Riot and barbarous Uſage of 
the Mrrnopisrs, in this City. The Rioters did 


not ſeek the Shelter of the Night to compleat their 


horrid Villainy ; but did it in broad Day-light, in 


Sight of the Sun; in a tumultuous Manner beſet the 


Methodiſt Meeting-houſe, when they were perfor- 


ming their Devotion; and having ſome Nights 
before violently enter'd the Houſe, and interrupted 
the Miniſter with opprobrious and obſcene Language, 
they now fell on him in a molt furious manner with 


Blows and Kicks; and treated every Man they could 
lay Hands on with ſuch Abuſe and Indignity as is 


not to be expreſs d. But what is more than all was 
| their 


A” P en os 


"LF 1 
their abominable Rudeneſs to the poor Women: 
Stripping ſome quite naked; others, notwithſtan- 
ding their moſt piercing Cries for Mercy and Deli- 
yerance from the Hands of thoſe wicked Ruffians, 
were forcibly held by ſome, while others turn'd their 
Petticoats all over their Heads, and forced them to 
remain, in that Condition, as a Spectacle to their 
infamous Banter and Ridicule; and were after- 


wards dragg'd through the Kennel, which they had 


on Purpoſe fill'd with Mud and Dirt. Several of 
the Women, while in the Hands of their Tormen- 
tors, fell into Fits and Convulſions, and were inca- 
pable of making the leaſt Reſiſtance : Notwithſtan- 
ding which, they were treated, by this mercileſs 
Mob, with the utmoſt Violence, Rudeneſs, and In- 
decency ; were dragg'd thro* the Kennel, and left, 
as they thought, quite dead on the Ground. Others 
of the Women had their Cloaths, yea their very 
Shifts, torn from their Backs. With ſuch other 
Scenes of Immodeſty and Abuſe as is a Shame to 
expreſs. Many of the Women cry'd out to their 
Tormentors, and, in the utmoſt Agonies and Bit- 


terneſs of Soul, begg'd to be murder'd inſtantly 


rather than ſubmit to their rude and immodeſt Treat- 
ment. Towards the Cloſe of the Evening one of 
the Mob forced-a Woman up into the Gallery, and 
actually attempted to raviſh her at three different 
Times. The poor Woman at laſt was quite tired, 
and intreated the wicked Wretch to murder her in- 
ſtantly. However, after many Struggles ſhe freed 


_ herſelf, leap'd over the Gallery, and ſo made her 


Eſcape. Many, to avoid falling into the Hands of 
this wicked Crew, leap'd out of the Windows, got 
over Garden Walls, to the endangering their Lives. 
They demoliſh'd the F * Seat of the Gallery, — 


10 J 
with horrid Oaths and Imprecations {wore they would 
pull down the Houſe. 

It ought further to be look'd upon as very extra- 
ordinary, that this Outrage was committed in the 
Centre of the City, and in Preſence of many Thou- 
ſand People. Yea, take it altogether, in all its 
Circumſtances, it can hardly be parallel'd in any Age 
or Hiſtory. This Riot continued for ſeveral Hours, 
The rude Mob had their full Swing. No Magt- 
ſtrate, or Juſtice of the Peace, came to their Re» 
lief or Aſſiſtance, notwithſtanding they were apply'd © | 
to, and greatly importun'd to read the Riot Act. 
No; the Magiſtrates, on this Occaſion, ſeem'd to 
be void of all Tenderneſs, and Regard for the Rights 
and Liberties of the People, and did not teſtify any 
Concern for the Protection and Security of their 
Fellow Citizens. As Guardians of the City they 
; | ought to have conlider'd, that the conniving at, or 
(Which is all one) the not taking proper Methods to 
I reſtrain, the Violence of the Mob, manifeſtly tends 
do the Diſſolution of all Government, and the Sub- 
verſion of the publick Peace. 

It's true, no one was actually murder d: But the 
whole Society was put in great Danger and Fear of 
their Lives, and expected nothing but Death. Many 
of the Women are now in very critical Circumſtan- 

| ces under Care of proper Surgeons and Apotheca- 

tries; and their Lives are even * yet in Danger. 
Theſe Rioters had no Regard to Virgins, or Women 
great with Child. The moſt piercing Cries, and the 
moſt hazardous Circumſtances, would not avail, or 
reſcue them from their moſt violent end ee 
ane. 
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ers. I have really as great a Regard and Reverence 


ner for the Space of two Hours, all in Confuſion, 


8 Spun for the Church! Sound for the Church! or in 


after having made them aſham'd of that Fury 
Wrath Demetrius and the Craftſmen had inſpired 


Tons with them calmly and 3 2 — 


T7 
The great End and Deſign of MaorvTracy 18 
* Protecting the — and Puniſhing Evikdo» 


for the Perfons and Authority of cur Magiſtrates as 
any one Citizen whatſoever. Yet I muſt beg Leave 
to ſay on this Head, they were extremely defective 
in thetr Duty. 


The Treatment of the Methodifts here was pretty 
much akin to that of St Paul in the xixth Chapter 
of the Aus: But the Conduct of our Magiſtrates 
vaſtly different from thoſe of the Epheſians. Here 
one Demetrius ſpitited up the Mob : (Ver. 28.) 
And when they heard theſe Sayings, (that is, the pro- 
per Inſtructions from their Leaders,) they were full 
of Wrath, and cryed aut, ſaying, Great is Diana of 
the Epheſians. They continued in this riotous man- 


crying out, Great is Diana of the Epheſians! Anglice 


the Turkiſh Language, The Standard of Mohammed1 
The- Standard of Fah enen The Epbęſan Mob be- 
ing now properly prepar d, they laid violent Hands 
on two of Paul's Companions, Gaius and Ariftarchus, 
and dragg dem into the Theatre with Rudeneſs and 
Violence ; altho* not with the twentieth Part of that 
Rage and Cruelty as the Exeter Rioters did * Ma- 
odiſts. 


The Magiſtrates of Epbeſas e it high Time 
to interpoſe, and ſent their Town-Clerk, who with 
Reaſon and Argument appeas*d the People 3 and, 
and 


them with, He, like an honeft ſenſible Lawyer, rea- 
a 3 
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| [ is there that knoweth not how that the City of the Ephe- 


fians is a Worſhipper of the Great Goddeſs Diana, 
and of the Image that fell down from Jupiter ? 
Ver. 36. Seeing that theſe Things can't be ſpoken a- 
gainſt, ye ought to be quiet, and do nothing raſhly, 
Ver. 37. Foz theſe Men (meaning Paul, Gaius, and 


Ariſtarchus) are neither Robbers of Churches, nor 


Blaſphemers of your Goddeſs. Ver. 38, 39. And if 
Demetrius or the Craftſmen have any Matter againſt 
any Man, the Law is open, there are Deputies, let 
them implead one another, and it ſball be deter- 
mined in a lawful Aſſembly. Ver. 40, 41. he con- 
cludes with great Judgment and found Reaſon ; For 
we are in Danger to be called in Queſtion for this Day's 
Uproar, there being no Cauſe whereby we can give an 
Account of this Concourſe. And having thus ſpoken, 
he diſmiſſed the Aſſembly. * . 
Every body knows the Town-Clerk of Exeter is 


not a jot inferiour in the Method of Aderefs, or in 


the Arts of Perſuaſion, to the Town-Clerk of 
Epbeſus; and would undoubtedly have diſcharg d 
his Duty. with the ſame Succeſs, and equal Reputa- 
tion to himſelf, as the Town-Clerk of Epheſus did, 
had he receiv'd proper Inſtructions from the Magi- 
ſtrates. . * 
I will readily grant that our Rioters were abun- 
dantly more ignorant, violent, and wicked, than 
thoſe at Epheſus. But the Town-Clerk there had 


probably no Riot AF to make uſe of, in Caſe his 
Arguments and Reaſoning had fail'd, which ours 


might have had. Certainly the ſuffering the Rio- 


ters to continue for ſeveral Hours in Broad-day- light, 
in the very Center of the City, every Minute com- 
mitting ſuch monſtrous Violence and AEDT, 


and in the City of London, and in many other 


lence, the Juſtices always thought themſelves obli- 


the Proclamation, or not, it would then be in the 


muſt be left to the Learned Lawyers to determine. 

To me, who am no Lawyer, they appear to have 
greatly neglected their Duty. 
me in this Opinion is, the following Clauſe in the 
Riot Act, Auno primo GBOROGII: 


GG K wn & 


[13] 
both on Men and Women, diſcovers ſuch a Defect 
in their Duty, as Guardians of the Publick Peace 
and Safety, that very probably (as the Town-Clerk 
of Epheſus obſerv' d) they may be in Danger of be- 
ing call'd in Queſtion for that Day's Uproar. 


I have lately examined into the Conduct of the 
Juſtices of the Peace in Lancaſhire, Staffordſbire,, 
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Parts where Riots have happened ſince the Com- 
mencement of the Riot Act, and do find, that, on 
proper Notice, wherever the Rioters exceeded the. 
Number of Twelve, and had committed any Vio- 


ged inſtantly to repair to the Place where the Riot 
was, and there read the Proclamation, as the Act di- 
rects. Were it at the Option of the Juſtices to read 


Power of every petty Mayor, or Juſtice of the 
Peace, to defeat the very Deſign and Intention of 
the Act of Parliament, when, and as often as, they 
E Which can by no Means be preſum'd. 

The Exeter Juſtices could not want proper Notice 


or Information of this Riot. Whether they acted 
right, in refuſing to read the Proclamation, or not, 


And what confirms 


And be it enacted, by the Authority aforeſaid, 
that the Juſtice of the Peace, or other Perſon au- 
thorized by this Act to make the ſaid Proclamati- - 
on, ſhall, among the ſaid Rioters, or as near as 
he can afely come, with a loud Voice command, 
or 
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or cauſe to be commanded, Silence to be while 
Proclamation is making; and, after that, ſhall o- 
penly, and with a loud Voice, make, or cauſe to 
be made, Proclamation, in theſe Words, or like 
in Effect: — TD 

* Our Sovereign Lord the King chargeth and com- 
mandetb all Perſons, being afſembled, immediately 


N 


0 diſperſe themſelves, and peaceably to depart ts 


< their Habitations, or to their lawful Buſineſs, upon 
* the Pains cantained in the Afi, made in the Firſt 
© Year of King GxoR Gk, for preventing Tumults 
© and riotous Aſſemblies. God ſave the KING. 

Mind the next Clauſe. — And every ſuch Juſ- 
© tice and Juſtices of the Peace, Sheriff, Under- 


„Sheriff, Mayor, Bailiff, or other Head Officer a- 


© forefaid, within the Limits of their reſpective Ju- 
* riſdi&ions, are hereby authorized, impowered, and 
© required, on Notice or Knowledge of any ſuch un- 
c lawful, riotous, and tumultuous Aſſembly, to re- 
ſort to the Place where fuch unlawful, riotous, and 
© tumultuous Aſſembly fhall be, of Perſons to the 
Number of Twelve, or more, and there to make, 
or cauſe to be made, Proclamation in manner a- 
« foreſaid,” og n 
By this Act it indiſputably appears, that every 
Mayor, or Juſtice of the Peace, on Notice or Know- 
ledge of any Riot within the Limits of their reſpec- 
tive Juriſdiction, ſtands obliged to read the Procla- 
mation; and to ſuppreſs the Riot, apprehend the 
Rioters, and to uſe all poſſible Means to preſerve 
the Publick Peace and Tranquility, _ 
The Legiſlature has, on many Occaſions, teſti- 


fy'd their great Abhorrence and Deteſtation of all 
Mobs and Riots; and particularly in the late Riot 


at 
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& at Edinburgh, in the Caſe of Capt. Porteous, an 
innocent Man: For fo we muſt preſume him to be 
o c the Time he was murther'd. The Rioters here 
Ee had ſome Senſe of Fear and Shame: They did not 
force open the Priſon, or attempt the execrable Fact 


12 of putting him to Death, till after it was dark. 
ly It's true, here was the wilful deliberate Murther of 
70 a ſingle Man. But let us examine the Riot of Exan, 
* and it will appear (taking all Circumſtances together) 
1 vaſtly more heinous and wicked. The Rioters at 
75 Exon, void of all Senſe and Shame, committed 
| their Villainy in broad Day-light, in the Centre of 
1 the City, and in Preſence of many Thouſand People. 
- At Edinburgh a ſingle Man was murther'd. At Exon 
a- Two Hundred Men and Women were put in great 
u- Fear and Danger of their Lives. It's preſum'd 
id many of the Women will never perfectly recover 
n- from the great Hurry and Agony of Spirits, and the 
* real Injuries they receiv'd, when in the Hands of 
1d their barbarous and cruel Tormentors. | 
he »The Riot at Edinburgh engaged the Attention of 
e, the Houſe of Lox Ds for many Weeks. Alexander 
"4 Wilſon, Eſq; the then Lord Provoſt, and other of 
| the Magiſtrates, were ordered to attend the Houſe 


of Lords; where they heard the Riot painted out in 


ry Colours adminiſtering the utmoſt Horror and Deteſ- 

10 tation. Yea, ſo great an Abhorrence had that Ve- 

c- nerable and Auguſt Aſſembly to all Mobbing, and 

*. ſo great. a Regard to the Support and Preſervation of 

he the Laws, that a Bill was brought in to demoliſh the 

* City Gates, to lay it waſte and open, hereby it 9 
would be reduced to the Condition of a Countr 5 

as | Vitlage; Yeu, another Bill was roug fi in .de 

all Alexander Wilfon, Eq, from ever more 1 any 

jot _ Place of Profit, Truft, or Power, under the Govern- 
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ment. And, if I am not greatly miſtaken, the faid 
Lord Provoſt was obliged on his Knees, at the Bar 
of the Houſe of Lords, to acknowledge his Fault, 
and the Lenity of Their Lordſhips towards him. 
But let us ſee what the Lord Provoſt had done to 
incur the Cenſure of the Houſe: No one pretended 


he was privy to, or in any Shape had encouraged, 


the Rioters. No; the Puniſhmeht and Cenſure in- 
flicted on him, and the other Magiſtrates, was for 
not exerting their utmoſt Power and Influence to 
ſuppreſs the Riot, and apprehend the Rioters. 
Before I diſmiſs this Exeter Riot, I muſt remark 
that the Methodiſts, not only on the Day cf the 
Grand Riot, but many Times ſince, have been 
treated by this lawleſs Rabble-with the utmoſt Fu 
and Violence. They have been mobb'd and ipſul- 
ted, at Noon-day, in the open Streets, and furiouſ- 
ly pelted with Dirt, Stones, Sticks, Cabbage- 
Stumps, Sc. Sc. In ſhort, the whole Conduct of 
this Fred Crew towards the Methodiſts has been 
more like wild Savages than like Proteſtants or 
Chriſtians. Yea, the City Conſtables apprehended 
one of their Miniſters, and a Gentleman of Ply- 


mouth, without any Shadow of Reaſon or Los ; 
and, at the Head of a rude Mob, dragged them 
to the City Priſon, where they kept them many 


Hours. I am ſenſible *tis the Opinion of many, 
that ſome Publick Notice will be taken of this Riot. 
How far it may be true, I can't pretend to ſay. But 
I am perſuaded, that had this Violence and Outrage 


been committed in the wild and inhoſpitable Regi- 
on of Africa, or America, the Rioters had certainly 
been puniſh'd with Death, and with all the particu- 


lar Severities the Laws a thoſe Countries will al- 


Aw); and for which I could produce many Inſtances 


from 
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from Salmon's Hiſtory 
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of Africa, and from Dams 
pierꝰ's Hiſtory: of the Laws and Cuſtoms of the In- 


dians in America. | 
For to what Purpoſe do Mankind form themſelves 


into Society, were it not for the better Preſervation 


and Security of their Perſons and Properties, and that 
thereby the Violent and Wicked may be reſtrained 


from invading the Rights and Liberties of others ? 


With regard t to the Perſecution of the Methodiſts Wl 


here, it has greatly increas'd their Numbers. Their 


that our bleſſed Saviour forefaw the grievous Perſe- 
cutions that would befal them for his ſake; and for 


their particular Encouragement and Support has pro- 


nounced them blefed : —— Hleſſed are they that are 


perſecuted for Righteouſneſs ſake; For theirs is the 


Kingdom of Heaven. And again : Rejoice, and be 
exceeding glad; for great is your Reward in Heaven: 
For ſo perſecuted they the Prophets, that were: before 
you. From theſe and ſuch like Texts of Scripture 
they draw their Relief and Comfort. 

I have done with the Riot; and come now to de- 


ſeribe the Characters of the Rioters, their Aiders, 


and Abettors; and alſo particularly to examine their 
Reaſons and Pretences. And after the ſtricteſt 
Enquiry, I can't find that any one O Heuler, of ary 
Denomination, was at all concerned in this Riot, — 
They were all of the old Stamp, that have ever been 


known or diſtinguiſh*d by the Name of Church 


Rabble, or, in ſome Places, by the Name of the 

God Damme Men, or the God. Damme Crew. ©, 
The Buſineſs of ReLio1on is to reſtrain. the Vio- 

lence; the - wild and unruly Paſſions of the Human 


| Mind; to deſtroy the Seed of Strife, Anger, and 


Revenge; and. to. make all Men live friendly and 
4 * am!- 
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amicably. But CHRISTIAN IT goes much further, 
and in an eſpecial manner teaches Men Peace, Cha- 
rity, mutual Forbearance, and Forgiveneſs of Injuries... 
The New and- Great Commandment our Saviour 
gave to his Apoſtles, and to all Chriſtians, was, 
That ye love one another : — For except ye love one a- 
nother, ye can't be my Diſciples. —— Our Saviour's 
poſitive Declaration. St. Paul, in his Epiſtle to 
the Romans, Chap. x1. Ver. 8, 9, ſays, Owe no 
Man any thing but Love: For be that loveth another 
bath fulfilled the Law. And if there is any other 


Commandment tis briefly comprehended in this Say- 


ing, namely, Thou ſhalt love thy Neighbour as thy- 


ſelf. So that the Love of God and our Neighbour 


ſeems to comprehend the whole Duty of a Chriſti- 
an. I. John iv. 7, 8. Beloved, let us love one ano- 
ther ;, for Love is of God, and ever y one that loveib 
is born of God. Jer. 16. Ged is Love, and he that 
dwelleth in Love awelleth in God, and God in him. 
Yea this noble, generous, and benevolent Diſpoſi- 
tion of Mind, is declared in Scripture to be of ſo 
much Importance, and that in all Ages, ſince the 
firſt Promulgation of Chriſtianity, it has been e- 
ſteem'd the only GRAND CHARACTERISTICK of 


a TRUE CHRISTIAN. By zhis ſhall all 


Men know that ye are my Diſciples, if ye love one 
another. 


Could St. Paul or St. John have been 
preſent at the late Riot at Exon, they would have 


been aſtoniſh'd and ſurpriz'd, beyond all Expreſſi- 
on or Conception, to ſee ſuch Violence, Rudeneſs, 


and monſtrous Indecency. — They would have told 


the Rioters, Your Impudence is matchleſs and in- 
imitable, in pretending to be Proteſtants, or Chri/- 
Every Chriftian Church upon Earth muſt 


Chriſtianity itſelf renounces you. 
„Every 
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Every honeſt and . Man deſpiſes and con- 


* demns you. Ye are of your Father the Devil; and 


* the Luſt of your Father will ye do, John vill. 44. 
This Church Rabble hath ever been eſteemed the 
moſt abandoned and wicked, the moſt impious, 


profligate, and prophane, that this or any other Na- 
tion hath ever produced. Of which I beg Leave to 


offer a few Inſtances, and to ſhew that this Crew 
are not only avowed Enemies to our publick Peace 
and Quiet, but alſo to our Laws, * and 
Government. 


In the Year 1715. this Church Rabble took it in 


their Heads to pull down a Meeting-houſe at Wol- 
verhampton. One of their Leaders who firſt got on 
Top of the Houſe cry*d out, God damn King GROROE 
and the Duke of Mari noroOUGH To which an- 
other, ſtanding on the Ground, reply'd God Bleſs 
King James the Third! Theſe Words were the 
Signals agreed on for the Mob to begin the Attack. 
Several Meeting-houſes in Staffordſhire were actually 

ulPd down ; and the Rioters had form d a Deſign 


to demoliſh the Meeting-houſe at Dudley, Brom- 


wich, and Oldbury in one Day; they being not very 
remote from each other. 

Sir Henry Gough iſſued out Wart ants, and encou- 
raged the People to ſet a Guard upon theſe Meeting- 
houſes, to defend them, and to prevent their being 
pulPd down. Accordingly, on the Day fix'd, the 

Rabble appear'd, and march'd up to one of the 
Mecting-houſes with great Courage and Bravery ; 
but, the Guard having F ire-Arms, they were ſoon 
repuls'd with Shame and Diſgrace. The ſame Night 
they were join'd by a conſiderable Reinforcement 
from Birmingham ; and the next Morning came u 
again with double F * bellowing out Sound for 
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the Church] Sound for the Church! And being now 
provided with Fire-Arms allo, they. vehemently 
tf. ſwore the Buſineſs of that Day ſhould be exccuted 
in ſpight of the Devil: Which was to pull down 
Three Meeting-houſes. Accordingly, they fired 
upon the Guard, - One Gentleman ' had his Horſe 
bþ ſhot under him; another was mortally wounded, 
and a great Number ſlightly wounded. They en- 
1 ter'd the Houſe ; and — a great part of it. 
However, at laſt, the Guard found Means to beat 
them all off; took icveral Priſoners, whom Sir Hen— 
ry Gough ſent to Stafford Goal. Mr. Bracebridge, a 
Member of Parliament for Tamworth, in  Staffard- 
ſhire, laid before the Houſe of Commons a parti- 
cular Account of this, and many other Outrages 
committed by this Rabble. And I beg the Reader 
to attend to the Reception it met with in that Ho- 
nourable Houſe. As ſoon as the Accounts were 
confirm'd, they immediately came to a Reſolution 
to Addreſs His Majeſty in the following Words, vis; 
I © Thatthe Laws may be put in a ſpeedy and moſt 
vigorous Execution againſt the Rioters, and an 
Account be taken of all ſuch Juſtices as fail*d in 
the Diſcharge of their Duty; and that the Suffe- 
rers by theſe Riots may have a full Compenſation 
for. their Damages ; which they would enable His 
' | © Majeſty to make good out of the next Aids gran- 
| © ted by Parliament.“ The King heartily thank'd 
them for their 1 and for their Zeal in endea- 
vouring to ſecure the Publick Peace and Safety. | 
About this Time, on His late Majeſty's Birth- 
day (May 28) a conſiderable Number of Gentlemen 
at Oxford huminated their Windows, in the Even- 
ing, as a Token of their Zeal and Attachment to 
-the Government. A wicked Crew of the ſame ola- 
Stamp, 
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ked, they could not have ftudy'd either the Religion, 
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Stamp, aſſembled in a riotous manner, and demoli- 


ſhed every Window in the Town that was ſo illumi- 
nated, They would not ſuffer one ſingle Window 
to remain ; but broke them all to Pieces. Dr. Ba- 


ron, Vice-Chancellour, and Mr. Richard Wiſe, the 


Mayor, took no Notice of theſe Qutrages, Alſo, 
at Oxford, on the Birth-day of His preſent Majeſty, 
then Prince of Wales, Major D* offranville order d 
a Bonfire, in the Evening, to be made before the 
Star-Inn. He drew up his Regiment, and diſmiſ- 
ſed them again, after having fired three Rounds, 
But they were inſulted by the Gownfmen and Mob. 
The Major, his Officers, and many other Gendvle- 


men, went to the Star-Inn, to drink the Loyal 
| Healths, uſual on thoſe Occaſions. But they had not 


been Ten Minutes before the Houſe was beſet with, 


the Mob, and a Number of large Stones thrown: | 1 


into the Room. The Windows were inſtantly de- 


moliſh'd, and the Company obliged to fly for it: 


And had not the Soldiers immediately come to their 
Relief, it would in all Probability have ended in 
Blgodthed ant Mürtiert.. ng 

There was a long Debate in the Houſe of Lords 


about this very Riot; and it was ordered that all Pa- 
pers relating to it ſhould be laid before the Houſe. 


The Gownſmen were highly, offended at being call'd 


by the general Name of Rioters and Mob, and pre- 
tended they were Students. Which gave Occaſion, 


to a good deal of Mirth ; and great Enquiries were. 
made about their particular Studies. It Was Tema 


the Laus, or the Government, of their Country; 


for to all thoſe Matters they, by their Condut?, ap- 
Pear d to be quite and entire Stranger. 
| To 


E 

About the fame Time, on the late King's Coro- 
nation-Day, at Briſtol, this ſame riotous Crew aſ- 
ſembled in a moſt furious and tumultuous Manner, 
arm'd with Piſtols and Clubs, declaring Vengeance 
againſt all the Meeting-houſes, and againſt all thoſe 
150 ſhould ſhew their Loyalty in ſolemnizing the 
King's Coronation. At once, flam! down go all 
the Windows of Mr. Vbiteing, the Under-Sheriff. 
Another Party of them attack*d Mr. Steven's Houſe, 
which they enter'd, and plunder'd, and murther'd 


one Mr. Thomas, who in a peaceable manner deſired 


them to withdraw. They hurted and abuſed many 
other Gentlemen. It any one in the Streets cry'd, 
God bleſs King GxorGE ! he was in Danger of his 
Life. 

It would be endleſs for me to enumerate the Vio- 
lence, Outrage, Wickedneſs, and Bloodſhed, that 
have from Time to Time been committed by this. 
Church Rabble in moſt Parts of the Kingdom. 

The Legiſlature now began to be alarm'd ; and 
found it abſolutely neceflary to enact ſome new and 
more ſevere Law, for the Preſervation of the Pub- 
lick Peace and Safety. The Government ſaw, by 
numberleſs Inſtances, that the Rabble that attemp- 
ted the Demolition of Meeting- houſes were in all 
Places the very ſame that openly declar'd themſelves, 


by their Words and Actions, to be known and a- 


yow'd Enemies to His MajtesTyY's Perſon and Go- 
verument. And really, to ſpeak the Truth, one 
great Thing that render'd Meeting-Houſes and all 
Diſſenters ſo odious and aba to the Rabble, 
was from their known hearty Attachment to the 
(then new) Family upon the Throne. 
From theſe Conſiderations, it became the Reſo- 


lation of the — of Commons, That, in this 
new 


Q .... 
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new Law which was to preſerve the Publick Peace; 
a Clauſe ſhould be inſerted for the better Security 


and Protection of Meeting-houſes ; and that not 


only the pulling down, or demoliſhing, a Meeting- 
Houſe ſhould be deem'd and adjudg'd to be Felony ; 
but that the very Beginning to pull down, or the 
very Beginning to demoliſh, any Meeting-Houſe, 
ſhould be adjudged Felony without Benefit of the 
Clergy, and that the Offenders therein ſhall ſuffer 
Death, as in Caſes of Felony. Yide the Riot Act, 
Anno primo GE o. 

This Clauſe I particularly We to the Con- 
ſideration of the Exeter Rioters. They did openly 
threaten, with Oaths, and horrid Imprecations, that 
they would demoliſh the Meeting-Houſe, and by 
Force and Violence did pull Part of the Gallery 
down. Won't this be deem'd a Beginning to demo- 
liſh, or a Beginning to pull don, and conſequently 
ſubject the Rioters to the Pains and Penalties of this 
Act? It is certainly for the Intereſt, as well as the 
Honour, and Reputation of the Citizens, to endea- 
vour to ſuppreſs this wicked and violent Spirit of 
Mobbing: For had the Houſe been pull'd down, the 


City would undoubtedly have been oblig'd to rebuild 
it, and to have made the Methodiſts ample Satisfac- 


tion; as appears by the following Clauſe in the afore- 
ſaid Act, Anno primo GEORG1T, 
Be it enacted, by the Authority alc that 
* any Building for Religious Worſhip, in any 
City or a Town (that is either a County of itfelf, 
and is not within a Hundred) ſhall be demoliſh'd, 
or pull'd down, wholly or in Part, = by any Per- 
ſons fo unlawfully, riotouſly, and tumultuouſly . 
aſſembled, — that then ſuch Damages ſhall and 
may be recovered, by Action, to be brought, in 
man- 


L 


manner aforeſaid, againſt Two or more Inhahi- 
* tants of ſuch City or Town; and ] udgment being 
* given for the Plaintiff or Plaintiffs - in ſuch Action, 
the Damages fo to be recovered ſhall be rais'd-and 
* levied on the Inhabitants of ſuch City, or Town, 
and paid to the Plaintiff, or Plaintifis, in fuch 
Manner and Form, and by ſuch Ways and Means, 


as are provided by the faid Statute made in the 


27th Year of the Reign of Queen Elizabeth, for 
reimburſing the Perſon or Perſons on whom any 
Money recover'd againſt any Hundred, by any 
Party robbed, {hall be levied.? 
The Citizens already a of the Weight 
and Load of the preſent Taxcs.— Would they then 


be fo mad as to have a new Tax levied on them, to 
rebuild the Methodiſt Meeting · Houſe? 

Conduct would be a laſting Brand of Infamy and 

Diſgrace, not only on the Magiſtracy, but on the 
| whole City. 


Such a 


Notwithſtanding the paſſing this new 1 now 


r known by the Name of the Rios Ad, the 
Church Rable ſtill CET their Violence and Out- 


rage without Fear or Shame: On a certain Day 


Their Royal Highneſſes paſſing through Eleetreet, 


in their Return from Greenwich, a conſiderable Num- 


ber of People happening to be at one Mr. Reads, 


who kept a Publick-Houſe in that Street, they, as 


Their Royal Highneſſes had Pals! d along, diftin- 
guiſh'd themſelves by ſome particular Marks of Du- 


ty and Reſpect. The Church Rabble having had In- 
telligence of it, the very next Day a roaring ragged 
Rout came up to Mr. Read's Houle, and fwore they 
would demoliſh it. Read, being a Man of Spirit, 
peared with a loaded Musket, threatning to ſhoot 
te firſt Man that ſhould enter his Houſe. pen 
which 
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which they thought beſt to retire; but the next Day 
return'd in a much greater Number, and at once de- 
molif1'd his Windows, and forced into the Houſe, 
Read diſcharg'd his Musket, whereby one of the 
Ringleaders, Vaughan, was ſhot cad upon the Spot. 
The beſt Part of Mr. Read's Houhould Goods they 
carried clear off ; the reſt they brought our into the 
Street, and broke to pieces, Tt ought to be obſer- 
ved den that 7515 Rabble have ever been remarka- 
ble for being Th/eves as well as Rioters. Some Gen- 
tlemen in Mr. Read's Neię Subourhood immediately 
apply'd to the Sheriff; who, viithout a Moment's 
Delay, repair'd to tae Place, and caus'd the Procla- 
mation to be read. The Privy Council was then 


ſitting; and, upon Notice of this Riot, immedliate- 
ly diſpatch' d a Pa- ty of Horſe-Guards to ſuppreſs 


the Riot, and with particular Orders to ſecure ſome 

of the Rioters. The Moment the Lose 
appear'd Fey all began to = per. The Guards 
purſued and took Five of 'em. Ihey were ſoon ty; as 
and, as Evidence was ſtrong againſt them, they 


were ail found Gulity, receiver Sentence of Death, 


and were all executed on a Gibbet erected on Pur- 
poſe, at the End of Saliſbury-Courl, near Mr. Read's 
Houſe. The Rabble now lecing Five of their dear 
Brethren truſs'd up at once, in 15 publick and open 
4 Manner, they were quite dpi J. Their EHcarts 
began to flag. They law the Government was now 
in carneſt; and their Leaders, with all their Art 
and Cunning, could not rally them again. They 
were now forced to be content with breaking a tew 

Vindows, and that once now and then, in a : pitiful 
ſneaking manner, by Night. | 

Some Sof the Leaders of this Rabble commenced 
1 Proſecution againſt Mr. Read for killing Vaughan, 
I D 
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in a falſe and 7 injurious Light; and thereby leſſen the 
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Peace, and Two Gentlemen more, of conſiderable 
Note, waited on the Lord Mayor, and gave Bail for 


Mr. Read, When his Tryal came on, he was in- 


ſtantly acquitted with Honour; and a Preſent of 
Five Hundred Pounds was ſent him from the Trea- 
ſury, to repair the Damage he had ſuſtain'd by the 
Plunder and Theft of thoſe God-damme Men. Mr. 
Gill of Cheapfide had alſo a Preſent from the Trea- 
ſury of 2007. to make good the Damages he had 
ſuſtain'd from the fame ragged Rour. 

I could mention a Hundred Inftances more of the 
Plunder, Theft, Robbery, Violence, and Outrage 
of this wicked Crew. But this is ſufficient to make 
good my former Aſſertion, That they are in the ge- 
neral the moſt Ignorant and Abandon'd, the moſt 
Impious, Profiigate, and Prophane, that this or any 
other Nation hath ever produced ; and that they are 
not only avow'd Enemies to our Publick Peace and 
Quiet, but alſo to our Laws, Conſtitution, and Go- 


-VErnment. 


Thus have I given you the genuine juſt Character 


of the wicked Mob that have fo perſecuted and a- 


buſed the Methodiſts at Exeter. All Men, and all 
Parties, are beſt known by their general Conduct 


and Behaviour. The Methodiſts affirm, that all the 
Rudeneſs and Violence they have any where receiv'd 
came from the lame Quarter on/y. 


However, I can't omit taking Notice here, that 
tho* the Methodiſts aftirm they have never met with 
any Abuſe or Outrage from the Diſſenters of any 
Denomination, yet they complain much againſt the 
PRESBYTERIAN CLERGY, who (they fay) in their 
Sermons and Converſations frequently repreſent them. 


At- 
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Affection, and raife the Antipathy, of their Com- 


mon People towards them, who otherwiſe might be 


diſpos'd to look on them with Tenderneſs and Mode- 


ration, and to receive them in the Spirit of Meek- 1M 


neſs and Charity. 
Hoy far this Charge againſt the PrxesBYTERIAN 
CLERGY may be true I can't pretend to ſay. I am 
very ſenſible EccLEs1asTicxs of A Parties, in 
their Turns, have never fail'd of being PE RS E- 
CUT ORðS, when they have been in Poss Esso 
of POWER. And we can never be ſufficiently 1 
thankful to Almighty GOD, that, by the preſent 
Laws and Conſtitutions of this Kingdom, the Hands . 
of ALL EcCLESIASTICKS are tied up from perſecu- 
ting each other, 

The PRESBZVYTERTAN CLERGY formerly ſuffer'd 
much by the wicked Spirit of Archbiſhop Laud, 
and the other perſecuting PRELATES : and Multi- 


tudes tranſported themſelves to Net- England, mere- 


ly to enjoy that LIBERTY or Coxscitnce which 
they were cruelly deny*d in their Native Country. 
But they were no ſooner ſettled in New-England 
than they began to think the RicuT or PersEcU- 
ION was in THEMSELVES ; and with unre- 
lenting Fury and Rage they puniſh'd ALL who 
preſum'd to differ from them in Doctrine or Diſcipline. 


The Qu AE E Rs felt the Weight of their Power with 


a Vengeance, and were treated with the utmoſt 
Rage and Violence. By the firſt Law made againſt 
the Quakers, cvery Maſter of a Ship was to be ſent lM 
to the Houſe of Correction who brought a Quaker 
into that Country. Soon after, by another Law, 
every Ship-Maſter that ſhould bring in a Quaker 


was to forfeit a Hundred Pounds, beſides being ſent 


to the Houſe of Correction. The Quakering Party 
** Wa: | ſtill 
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din increaſing, our mild and merciful Law makers 
were under a Neceſſity of proceeding farther. And 
no every Perſon who ſhould entertain or conceal 
a Quaker, knowing him to be ſo, was to forſcit 
Forty Shillings for every Hour's Entertainment or 
Conce alment, and be committed to Priſon 'till the 
Forſciture ſhould be fully paid and fatisfy'd. — There 
being no.hing of the ſanguinary Kind in theſe Laws, 
they did not plcaſe tie MIN IST ERS. Therefore they 
openly petitioned the Magiſtrates to make a Law 
for boniſHing the Quakers on Pain of immediate Death. 
Upon which, another Law was made, T hat wh 10C- 
ver preſum'd to violate the former Laws, relating 
to Pnuakers, ſhould for the firſt Offence have one 
Ear cut off; for the ſecond have the other Ear cut 
off; and for the third Offence ſhould have his Tongue 
bored through with a hot Iron, and be confined in 
the Houſe of Correction *till he be ſent away at his 
own Charge. Yet even this would not fatisfy the 
MIN IST ERS. The Magiſtrates, by their Inſtigati- 
on, ſoon after made another Law, whereby the Qua- 
Kkers were all baniſh*d o Pain of Death. And, in 
Conſequence of this Law, Mr. William Robinſon, 
an Eminent Merchant, Mr. William Leddra, Mr. 
' Marmaduke Stephens, and a Gentlewoman, one Mrs. 
Mary Dyer, were all hang'd at Beſten for being 
Duakers. And they were going on furiouſly with 
1 more Executions, kad they not been prevented by a 
' Mandainus from England. 

a I can never read theſe Stories, without being GPa 
with Indignation and Abhorrence at the Conduct 
and Practice of thoſe weak and wicked Men; who, 
tho* they had been ſeverely perſecuted themſelves, yet, 
in the very Place of their Baniſhment, perſecuted o- 
bers with more and greater Scverities: And all to 
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ſupport and maintain what they were pleaſed zo cal} 
the Opinions of the Ox HODOR and Gonry, and 


their Cnuxch, DocTRINE, and DrisciP.Live, 


The Conduct of thoſe Miniſters brings to my 


Res ance that wiſe and juſt Obſervation of the 


dious and learned Bp. Burnet: The Prieſts, ſays 
he, have a Secret to make the Natives of a Coun- 
try miſerable, in ſpight of any Abundance with 
« which Nature has furniſh'd them. They have not 
« Souls big enough, nor tender enough, for Govern- 
ment. They have both a Narrowneſs of Spirit 
and a Sourneſs of Mind, that do not agree with 
the Principles of Human Society; nor have they 
* thoſe Companions for the Miſerable, with which 
* wiſe Governors ought to temper their Councils. 
5 

* 


3 


For a ſtern Sourneſs of Temper, and an unrelen- 
ting Hardneſs of Heart, ſeems to belong to that 
Sort of Men.“ Few Men had ever ſeen more of. 

the World, or knew Mankind better than Burnet. 
This ſeems to be his calm and deliberate Sentiment. 
I would not be underſtood here to reflect on the 
preſent Generation of Preſbyterian Miniſters, or to 
charge them with the perſecuting Principles and 
Practices of their Predeceflors in New- England. If 
one may rely on the moſt Knowing and Conſidera- 
ble of their Laity, they give us a ſurprizing Ac- 
count of their Clergy at preſent ; and pretend that 
the far greater Part of them are really in the Intereſt 
of LIBERTY; and have had the Honeſty and Cou- 
rage to declare openly for the BIBLE and Common 


SENSE, and have now renounced all Power to add 


any new Articles to the Chriſtian Faith, or to impoſe 
their own Explication, or Conſequences, - on the 
Conſciences 5 others; and that in their very Eccle- 
7 * Aſſemblies they have * up the unreaſona- 

ble 


n 
ble Claim of impoſing Subſcripiions to Human Creed, 
and Forms, and have publickly aſſerted the Right 
of private Judgement. 


Theſe are really New Teſtament Principles, per- 


feAly conſiſtent with Natural and Revealed Religion. 
They are in themſelves generous and noble; admi- 


rably adapted to preſerve the Peace, and promote 


the Happineſs, of Human Society. And were they 


adhered to and inculcated by the Clergy of all Par- 


ties, Riot and Mobbing, Violence and Outrage, 
would ceaſe, and be no more. It 1s allowed on all 
hands, that throughout all the ſeveral Ages of the 
Chriſtian Church, the CLzrGy have ever been the 
great Promoters of PERSECUTION, and have often 
ſet the World in a Flame, to ſatisfy their own un- 
reaſonable Pride, Ambition, and Covetouſneſs. Vea, 
in the late dreadful Riot at Exeter a Reverend Cler- 
gyman was preſent to encourage and countenance the 
wicked Mob; and what is more, one of the Prieſt- 
Vicars preſided as Superintendant, and in a furious 
Manner fell foul of Mr. CEnnicx (the Methodiſt 
Miniſter) with Blows and opprobrious Language, as 
a Signal for the Rioters to begin the Attack. 

How far different this from the admirable Pre- 
cepts of the Bleſſed FESUS! who from his own 


Mouth has taught us, Bleſſed are the Meck; for they 


II inherit the Earth: — Bleſſed are the Merciful , 


for they ſhall obtain Mercy: — It were to be wiſh'd, 


that the Clergy of our Eſtabliſh*d Church in a particu- 
lar manner would read the New Teſtament with Care 
and Attention, and would enter more into the true 
Spirit and Genius of that mild and merciful Religion. 
This would procure them the Regard of all honeſt 


and wiſe Men. 


I now 


— — ns > — ͤ ́D—üᷓ— — —y.2᷑ oo — im 


F 


L310 
I now come to examine the Reaſons and Preten- 
ces of the Aiders and Abettors of theſe Riots: For 


as to the Rioters themſelves, they, being All of the 


Church-Rabble, may be preſum'd to be ſo ignorant 
and ſavage, as hardly to be capable of Reaſoning or 
Reflection. They all may be reduced to the follow- 
ing: | 

ih, That the Methodiſts are Enemies to the 
Cyuurcn: That they deſtroy the Peace of the 
Church; and may in Time endanger its very Being 


and Exiſtence. | | 
Secondly, That they preach nothing but Hereſy 
and Nonſenſe. | | 


| Theſe Reaſons I ſhall venture to examine in their 
Order; altho* I expect nothing for my Pains but to 
be treated with Scurrility and Scandal. However, 


I ſhall never think it a Shame to ſtand up inthe De- 


fence of our Religion, Laws, and Liberties, in Op- 
poſition to an ignorant Crew, who would demoliſh 
and overſet all. I am ſenſible the Minds of Men 
in general are fo guided by Prepoſſeſſion, that the 
ſtrongeſt Arguments and cleareſt Reaſoning preſent- 


ly loſe their Force and Weight; and, notwithſtan- 


ding the Deſign to reſcue Mankind from under the 
Bondage of Bigottry and Superſtition is certainly ge- 
nerous and noble; yet it will always meet with a 
ſtrong and warm Oppoſition ; having the various 


Prejudices of Education and Intereſl to contend 


with. £32.) a 
I am now to prove that the Methodiſts are no E- 
nemies to the CHuRcn, or that the Church is not 
in any poſſible Danger from theſe poor and peace- 
able People. But I muſt here premiſe, that, being 
a LAYMAN, I underſtand this Word CH URCH 
inaLay SENSE, that is, in the Ngw Tzsrament 
SENSE 
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Sers of the Word; denoting in general an Aſem- 

bly of Chriſtians met together on a Religinus Account, 
at a proper Time and "Place: to worſhip and ſerve 
God, agreeable to the Dictates of their own Con- 


| e 8 This is the New Teſtament CHURCH ; 


about which I am never in any Pain. Neither can 
I find that ever St. Peter or St. Paul kept a Rout a- 


bout the Danger of zheir Church. No; on the con- 


trary, they declare it is built on the Rock CHRIST 
FESUS, an that be Gates (or Power) of Hell ſhall 


never prevail againſy it. It will land firm and im- 


mutable. Heaven and Earih may paſs away: but 


the Word of the Lord abideth forever, And as a 
Chriſtian, 'I rely on the Veracity of God, that he 


will ever defend this Church, and that Revelation 


of his Mind and Will, that he has graciouly vouch- 
ſafed us. 

This Church claims no Power or Dominion over 
the Perſons, Property, or Conſciences of others. It 
is in its own Nature mild, merciful, tender-bearted, 
and affeftionate ; forbids all Kind of Violence and 


Outrage, and allows of no other Weapons but thoſe 


of Argument and Perſuaſion. With regard to Hu- 
man Society, it is friendly and peacealble to the laſt 
Degree, and gives all Men an equa! Right of diffe- 
ring from each other, and enjoins that each Man 
ſhould remain in the quiet and peaceable Poſſeſſion 
of his Principles. 

This is the New Teſtament Church. And ſurely 
no Man will dare fay that the Methodiſts are Ene- 
mies to this ch, or that his Church is in any 
manner of Danger from thoſe poor People. 

I am very ſenſible, when the CLERGY make a 
Noiſe about their Church being in Danger, they 
mean a different. Kind of Church from what I have 

been. 


. _ 
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been here defcribing. They mean a Trading Church, | 
a Church of Power, Dominion, Wealth, and Gran- 


deur, Tranſlations, Pluralities, Non-Reſidences, 8c, 


&C. &C. 5 

But let us take the Church in their own Senſe; 
and even then I'll undertake to prove it is in no 
Danger from the Methodiſts. This Church, with 
all its Revenues, Is it not guarded, and fenc'd about 
by certain fix'd and preſcribed Laws? Are not all 


the Nobility and Gentry of this Church? And all 


thoſe of any conſiderable Birth, Quality, or For- 
tune? Yea, every Family iu this Kingdom has an 
Intereſt in the Support of this Charch, as ſome one 
or other of the Family may in Time ſhare in its 
Wealth and Preferments. Is it not then ridiculous 
to preſume, that the poor deſpiſed Methodiſts can 
ſhake or endanger an Eſtabliſhment, which ſo ma- 
ny various Intereſts muſt always combine and con- 
cur to ſupport ? The legal Church Conſtitution can 
never be in Danger from Diſſenters of any Kind, 
as long as they ſuffer them to remain in the quiet 
Poſſeſſion of that Indulgence and Toleration which 
the Laws allow. So that t he Cry of the Church's 
being in Danger from the Methodiſts is a weak and 
knaviſh Cry. ; 
I now come to obſerve how far the Peace of the 
Church is deſtroy'd by the Methodiſts. By the 
Peace of the Church J mean no more than this; 
That any Number of Chriſtians ought quzetly to en- 
joy the ſacred Privilege of meeting together, to wor- 
ſhip God, when, and as often as, they may think 
proper; and whoever ſhall preſume to diſturb or 
moleſt them, let his Title or Pretenſions be what it 
will, is a Breaker of the Peace of the Church. There- 
fore to pretend, or to 18 the Methodiſts with 
| de- 
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the Worſhip of God. 
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deſtroy ing the Peace of the Church is an Inſult, and 


on open Affront, on the Underſtandings of Man- 
kind. No, certainly: It is the wicked Rioters, their 
Aiders and Abettors, and 'They only, t hat deftroy 


the Peace of the Church. It is they that are the 


publick Incendiaries, and not the Methodiſts. 
 AManwho leaves the Communion of any parti- 


* cular Church does not break the Peace of that 


Church. But he breaks the Peace of the Church 
who would, by Force and Violence, keep any one 
in the Communion of any particular Church. 
The real Meaning of the Peace of the Church, in 
the Eccleſiaſtical Senſe of the Word, in all Ages has 
been the Power of the Priz/f. By the Church they 
mean Themſelves. And by the For ſhip of God they 
mean the Worſhip and Regard to be paid their Fer- 
ſons, and a blind {laviſh Submiiſion to their own 
Dictates, Dreams, and Fances; which they would 
have the World implicity receive as Religion, and 
Sir WN. TEMPLE, in his Account of the Reli- 
gion of the United Provinces, ſays: © There all the 
© Right and Juriſdiction of the Clergy, or Hier- 
* archy, are ſuppreſsd. There is no Eccleſiaſtical 


Authority left to riſe up, and trouble, or to fetter 


* the Civil Power. ' All the Goods and Poſſeſſions 
* of the Church are wholly in the Hands of the 
* States z which makes a great Increaſe of the Pub- 
lick Revenue: — A Thing the moſt neceſſary 
* for the Support of the Government. The Order 
© of the Clergy makes no Part of the States in Hol- 


land Nor have they any Vote in their Aſſemblies. 


And it is hardly to be imagined how all the Vio- 
* lenceand Bitterneſs, which accompany Religion 
in other Countries, ſeem to be appeas'd and 

; | * ſoften'd 


——— 


E n 
© ſoften'd here, by the general Fresdom hich all 


* Men enjoy. No Man here complains of Preſſure 


in his Conſcience, or of being forced to any pub- 


* lick Profeſton of his Faith, or of being reſtrain d 
from his own Manner of Worſhip in his Houſe; or 
* obliged to any other abroad. And whoever asks 
more in Point cf Religion, without the ind ſonted 
Evidence of a particular Miſion from Heaven, 


may juſtly be ſuſpected not to ask for God's ſake, 
but for his w mn. | 


Thus what I have advanced on this Head is ſup- 


= 


liam Temple. yt teen 
I now come to the ſecond Charge againſt the Me- 


ported by no leſs Authority than that of Sir Wil- 


thodiſts, viz. That they are Fools and Madmen, 


and preach nothing but Hereſy and Nonſenſe.When 
the Methodiſts came firſt into this Country, its true, 
they preach'd in the open Fields. But now, as their 


Numbers are ſo increas'd, they have form'd them- 
ſelves into a regular Society. They have a Moon 


Houſe of their own, and their ſtated Times of Pu 


lick Worſhip. They are a ſober, quiet, inoffenſive 
and peaceable People. They believe the Scripture. 
They pray to God heartily. 
GEORGE and the RoY AL, FAMILY conftantly 


They pray for. Ki 
—— 


vehemently. They pay the Taxes chearſully, I 
now call upon all the Aiders and Abettors of the 


late Riot to offer any one Reaſon why theſe poor 


Methodiſts (who are undoubtedly as good Subiects 
to the King and Government as any in the King- 
dom) ſhould not be int it led to the &curity and Pro- 
tection of the Laws, as well as any other People; and 
alſo to the ſame Indulgence and Toleration, now le- 
gally held by the Diſſenters of all Denominations. 
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Not the leaſt Shadow of Reaſon can be offer'd to 
the contrary. 8 . | 
As to the 7 of 'Hereſy and Nonſenſe : — 


Give me Leave to ſay, as to Hereſy, it's a fooliſh 


and nonſenſical Word ; and has been always made 
to ſignify any Opinion contrary to that of angry 
fiery Bigots. Thus all Parties are Hereticks to each 
other. At Rome a Proteſtant is a Heretick, in Eng- 


laud a Roman Cutholick is a Heretick : And with an 


ignorant, hut, fiery Churchman a Methodift or a 
Presbyterian is a Heretick. Therefore, among all 
honeſt and wiſe Men, Hcreſy is a fooliſh and non- 
ſenſical Word. . 


CHRISTIANITY declares GOD 7s no Reſpecter of 


Perſons or Parties. His tender Mercies are over all 


his Works. He has no favourite Opinions, Sects, or 
Nations. As x. 34, 35. And Peter opened his Month, 
and ſaid, Of a Truth, I perceive, G O D is no Reſpec- 


ter of Perſons; but in every Nation he that feareth 
- him, and worketh Righteouſneſs, 1s accepted of him. 


Rom. ii. 11. There is no Reſpe# of Perſons with 
-GOD. Colof. iii. 11. There is neither Greek nor Few, 
. Cireumcifion, nor Uncircumciſion, Barbarian, Scythi- 


an, Bond, or Free. Circumciſion is nothing; Un- 


- circumciſion is nothing; but Keeping the Com- 

mandments of CHRIST. Thus we plainly ſee 
"REL1610N does not conſiſt in Parties, in Forms, or 
: Ceremonies; but only in living in the Fear of 
60D, and keeping his Commandments, 


I have often thought the little Differences and 
Animoſities amongſt the Chriſtian Laity on Ac- 


count of Religion, would ſoon vaniſh and diſap- 
- Pear, and that they would all cement in the Bond of 
Love and Friendſhip, were it not for the Cunning 


and 
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and Craft of the Ecclefraſichs ; v hoſe Intereſt it ma- 
nifeſtly is to keep up thoſe Diſtinctions, and all the 


little Reſentments between Party and Party, that 
they may manage them the more eaſily, and keep 
them more under the Power of Ignorance and Su- 
perſtit ion; while They purſue their main Buſineſs; 
which apparently is to poſſeſs great Revenues, to 
live in Pomp and Grandeur, aſſuming and exer- 
ciſing Dominion over their Brethren. Which Power 
has been always 1mploy*d to the very great Hurt 


and Damage of the Chriſtian Laity, and in a Man- 
ner highly injurious to the Goſpel of Chriſt. And 


tho' this has been moſt notoriouſly the Cafe in Po- 
piſh Countries, yet, notwithſtanding the Reformati- 
on, there has been too much Cauſe to complain of 
it among Proteſtants. 


As to the Methodiſts preaching Nonſenſe : — 


Whether that be true or not I can't pretend to de- 
termine, having never ſo much as once been at their 

Meeting-Houſe, nor having ever had any the leaſt 
' Acquaintance, or Converſation, with any of their 
Miniſters. But let us even admit it to be true; it 
will by no means juſtify the Rage, Fury, and Vio- 


lence, of the Rioters. Among us Proteſtants, no 


Party preſumes to be infallible. The Church of 
Ergland renounges all Pretenſions to Infallibility. 
All Men, and all Parties, are conſtantly liable to 
Error and Miſtake ; and what one Man, or one Par- 


ty, deems to be perfectly juſt and reaſonable, ano- 
ther deems to be downright Nonſenſe. _ | 
The Mobammedan ſees perfectly the Reaſonable- 


neſs and Juſtice of all the different Modes and Cere- 
monies of Worſhip that are Efabliſh'd in Tui key. I, 
who am a Chriſtian, and a Proteſtant, at the firſt 


View, condemn them all to be impious and profane. 


The 
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The Roman Catholick has a high Eſteem for his Croſ- 
lings, Bowings, Cringings, his ReliQs, his Beads, 
and Holy-Water. together with a Variety of antick 
Tricks,Geſtures, and Veſtments,which'his Prieſt in- 


Joins him, and which he obſerves and performs with 


a ſtrict and nice Scrupulofity; and Highhy applands 
the Wiſdom of the Church in appointing ſuch holy 
| . and pious Ceremomes. The Proteſtant deems them 
all to be uſeleſs, foolith, and ridiculous; and round- 
Rl declares they are calculated for no other Pur poſe 
than to keep the poor Lazty in a ſervile Fear and 
Dependence on the Rev. Clergy. Yea, in the ſame 
Church, ar Party, what one has in the higheſt E- 
ſteem, another of the tame Cummunity ſhall treat 
with Contempt and Ridicule. Thus, in our own 
s Efablifd Church, what Multitudes are there that 
have the Athanaſian Creed in the utmoſt Venerat ion! 
Whilſt others, of the ſame Church and Cammunity, 
| affirm, they can't believe one Word of it, without 
offering Violence to their Reaſon and Underſtand- 
ing, and that the damnatory Clauſes are ſhocking and 
offenſi ve. The Church declares that this Creed con- 
tains the Catholick Faith, and which except a Man 
believe faithfuly, he cant be ſaved. Notwithſtan- 
ding which, a noted Writer of this ſame Church has 
publickly told the World, that the Propoſitions con- 
tain'd in this Creed are unintelligible, and contra- 
dictory to each other; and that they have not ſo 
much to do with the Salvation of Mankind as the 
Fables of & ſop. For, ſays he, thoſe Fables, when 
attended to, will afford ſuch Inſtructions as will 
make Mankind wiſer and better: Whereas the Pro- 
poſitions contained in this Creed ſerve only to per- 
plex and confound Mens Minds, and to furniſh ont 
4 2 5 Materials 
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CANT. 
Materials for Scepticks and Unbelievers, there- 
with to oppoſe the Chriſtian Religion. 
Tea, the very Presbyterians are not quite free 
from this Charge. Some of their Laity have been 
forced to confeſs, that Nonſenſe, or unintelligible 
Things have at Times been advanced in their So- 
cieties. A 15 
Thus, you ſee, all Parties ſtand charged by each 
other, or ſome of their own Society, with a Spice 
of this Non ſenſe. But it will by no means ow, 
that for this Reaſon one Party muſt knock out a- 
nother's Brains. Therefore, even admitting the 
Methodiſts do preach Nonſenſe, it would not amount 
to a Juſtification of the Rioters, nor can it be offe- 
red as any Reaſon why they ſhould not receive 
the Puniſhment the Law aſſigns for ſuch notorious 
Offenders, and Diſturbers of the Publick Peace. 
I have now done with the RIOT, and the R I- 
OTERS; and thall greatly rejoice if I have been 
ſo happy as to convince them of their Folly aud 
Wickedneſs: And I would moſt earneſty recom- 
mend to them, their Aiders, and Abettors, that, as 
they call themſelves Chriſtians, they would enter 
more into the true Spirit and Genius of that mild 
and peaceable Religion. And they would preſently 
ſee that it teaches nothing but Peace. and Love, 
Compaſſion and Tenderneſs, to all in Diſtreſs; For- 
bearance and Forgiveneſs of Injuries, Humauity, 
and a generous Indulgence to all who may happen 
to differ from us. It likewiſe enjoins and requires 
Submithon and Obedience to the Laws of our 
Country, Charitableneſs, and an univerſal Bene- 
volence to all Mankind. T IIS is Chriſtianity; 
THIS is the Religion of honeſt and wiſe Men; 
and THIS is the Religion that has GOD for its 
Author. 25 But 


404 

But if you continue to breath forth nothing but 
Revenge, implacable Hatred, and Fury ; to raiſe 
Mobs; to commit Violence and Outrage; to op- 
preſs and abuſe your honeſt inoffenſive Neighbours 
for trifling Opinions, and will dare to overturn eve- 
ry Thing, Sacred or Civil, that may ſtand in your 
Way — then, — whatever your Pretenſions are, 
Fou can belong to 0 Church but the Devil's Church. 
Such a Religion as yours mult have the Devil for 
its Author, It can never come from GOD 


Probably, by this Time, the Reader may be very 
ſolicitous to know the Author of this Performance, 
and particularly to what Party or Religon he adheres, 

This can be of no manner of Conſequence to the 
Publick., However, for the Sat isfact ion of the 
Reader, the Author aſſures him, that he is no M- 
THODIST. That in his Opinion and Judgment he is 
as remote from being a Methodiſt as he himſelf can 
poſſibly be. None of his particular Friends, Rela- 
tions, or Acquaintance, are of this Denominat ion. 
And that he is under no manner of Obligations or 
Engagements to the Methodiſts beyond the com- 
mon Ties of Human Nature. And that it would 
never have entered into his Head to have taken up 
his Pen in their Defence, had they not been daily, 
and openly, treated in this City with ſuch Rude- 
neſs, Violence, and Abuſe, as would have made 
even Indians, or Pagans, to have bluſn'd. Their 
Treatment has been contrary to the Laws of com 
mon Humanity ; directly oppoſite to all the Prin- 
ciples of Natural and Reveald Religion; contrary 
to all the known and eſtabliſh'd Laws of this 
Realm; as well as inconſiſtent with thoſe Rules of 

| common 


"IST, 
common Juſtice, and common Honeſty, to which 
all Men and all Parties have a juſt and equitable 


Claim. he „ 
The Author, further, begs Leave to obſerve, that 
theſe Reflections were wrote for his own private A 
muſement, and without any Deſign to publiſh them: 
And that the Publication is in Conſequence of a Re- 


ſolution form'd in a certain Evening when his Re- 


ſentment-and Indignation againſt the Rioters were 
at no ſmall Height. He ſaw with his own Eyes the 
horrid gloomy Spectacle; he ſaw the wicked Rio- 
ters collected and aſſembled together by Beat of 
Drum in the open Streets, with Sticks and Bats, in 
order to diſturb and abuſe the poor Methodiſts, who 
were at their Meet ing-houſe worſhipping & ſerving 
GOD, according to the Dictates of their own Con- 
ſciences, in a Manner perfectly innocent and in- 
offenſive, and without the leaſt Diſturbance to the 
Publick Peace and Quiet. He ſaw the poor Metho- 
diſts flee with great Fear and Trembling, and the 
wicked Rabble purſuing with Rage and Violence. 


His Heart was fill'd with Pity and Tenderneſs for 


their Security and Protection. And what added 


greatly to his Concern and Solicitude was from a 


certain Information, that the Night before this ve- 
ry ſame riotous Crew, to the Number of many Hun- 
dreds, furiouſly attack'd Mr. Adrms, one of their 
Miniſters, with Sticks, Dirt, and Mud; and in all 
Probability would have murther'd him in the open 
Street, before he could have reach'd his Lodging 

had not a good Samaritan in Southgate-ſtreet taken 
him into his Houſe, and there reſcued him from 
their violent and wicked Hands. | 


This diſmal and gloomy Sight, and the Recital 


of the more diſmal Story, affected me beyond Ex- 
1 F Preſſion. 
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[ 42 ] 
preſſion. The Smithfield Bonfires, the Act De Here- 
tico combu7ero, with all the Terror and Horrors of 
Fer ſecution, for ſome Time haunted my Imaginati- 
on: Till at laſt T began to reflect, that I was in 
that happy and bleſſed Iſle of GREAT ERL. 
TAIN, in the Reign of GOR CE II. a Period of 

Time wherein ſacred Freedom, Liberty, and Laws 
 prevail'd; and by which Laws the Rage and Vio- 
lence of our Rioters would ſoon be reſtrain d. 

This is the naked Truth; and ſhall be my only 
Apology for this Publication, which at this Moment 
was ieloly'd and determin'd on. 84 
To conclude All. — Should the natural Curioſity 
of the Reader incline him to deſire a more part icu- 
lar Deſcription of the Author; He aſſures him, 
with the utmoſt Truth and Juſtice, that he is not 
| conſcious to himſelf of any violent Attachment to 
any one Party whatever: That he has much at 

Heart the Intereſt of his Country, and the Prefer- 
vat ion of the Publick Peace and Tranquility: That 
he adheres to no Principles repugnant to Truth, Rea- 
Jon, and Scripture : And as to Politicks, he has the 
Laws of the Land, the Conſtitution, and the Hiſ- 
tory of England, for his Guide, In Matters of Re- 
ligion, he deſires to be governed by the Bible and 
Common=-Snſe. And whoever walks by theſe Rules 
walks ſecurely. | | 
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95 294 N moſt Countries, they who would 
S 2 blind and inſlave the People are popu- 
+— 4 1 $+ lar and reverenced; they who would 
og 4 8 inlighten and free them are hated and 
£3454 £34 perſecuted. Shouid a Spaniard at Ma- 
Arid attempt to relieve his Country- 
men from the horrid Dungeons, Flames, and Tor- 
tures of the Inquiſition, he would himſelf inſtant- 
ly be deliver'd over to thoſe very Dungeons, Flames, 
and Tortures. 'The Minds of the People are there 
fo darken'd and ſubdued, by groſs and deluſive Er- 
rors, that they ſcorn to change their Blindneſs for 
Light and Conviction; and whoever attempted to 
make them wiſer and free would be deem'd as their 
mortal Foe, an Enemy to God and the CHRuxch, 
and would ſtand charg'd with Blaſphemy or Hereſy. 
The Hiſtories of all Ages, Kingdoms, and Na- 
tions, inform us, that, of all the Differences 
that have appear'd in the World, none have ever 
been manag' d and conducted with that Violence 
and Cruelty as Religious Differences; eſpecially 
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in het Countries where FEcclefiaſticks, or thoſe 
who preſide in Religious Matters, have been: llowed 
any tolerable Share of Power. Let us, but for a 
Moment, look on the -Continent of America, and 
take a ſhort Survey of thoſe vaſt and mighty Em- 
pires of Mexico and Peru, where the Feſuites, and 
other Popilh Eccleſiaſtical Miſſionaries, have the 
largeſt Share in the Government. We ſee here 
a Country vaſtly fine, large, and plentifully aboun- 
ding in Mines, in Gold and Silver, n Cochineal 
and” Indigo, with a vaſt Variety of other rich and 
valuable Commodities. The Jeſuites, and other Po- 
piſh Eccleſiaſtical Miſſionaries, notwithſtanding they 
pretend to renounce all Wealth, and even the Tarid 
e, yet they here carry on a ſurprizing, infinite, 
and met lucrative Trade; and, by the wicked Abuſe: 
of their moſt exorbitant Power and Wealth, they. 
maintain a conſtant and abſolute Independence on 
the People. The whole Wealth of the Country is, 
in a manner, in heir Poſſeſſion; and the People re- 
main quiet, abſolutely tame, and ſubmiſſive. 
In ſome Parts of this vaſt Continent the ſole Govern- 
ment is in the Hands of Jeſuites: And here it ap- 
| pears to be the moſt wicked, monſtrous, and tyran- 
ical, that ever the World law. The poor an- 
tien: Inbabitants are permitted to dig and plow, to 
ſpend their Days in perpetual Sweat and Labour. 
I) hey toll inceſſantly above Ground as well as under 
it. They drudge in the Mines, in Darkneſs, Peril, 
and Danger. All their Gettings, all their Profits 
and Advantages, appertain not to them, but to their 
1 EOpiritual Sovereigns, who take All they have in zbjs 
Fi  7Yorld, and in Exchange put them off with (what 
| if coſt them nothing at all) Benedifions, Maſſes, _ 
5 Hater, anda Projpedt of diſtant Happineſs in the | 
f 
| 
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neut World. Their Cochineal and Indigo, their Grain 
and Manufactures, are all carried to the Jeſuites 
Ware-houſes : Their Gold and Silver go all into their 
Treaſury. There every Thing centres; whilſt the 

oor, blind, and deluded Inhabitants are content to 
be fed and ſublited by a limitted Allowance, and 
to live at the Mercy of their Prieftly Governors. + 
At the ſame Time thoſe Spiritual Lords and So- 
vereigns live in the utmoſt Grandieur and Magnifi- 
cence, They are nobly lodged in ſpacious Palaces. 
They have grand Apartments, adorn'd with Images 
and Pictures, of maſſy Gold and ſolid Silver. They 
are abſolute Lords of Lite, and Death, and Proper- 
ty; and can inflict Capital Puniſhment for the {mal 
leſt Offences. Under their Government the People 
are tame and ſubmiſſive, and care not what they un- 
dergo and ſuffer in this World, for to ſecure thoſe 
mighty Treaſures of Happineſ: and Pleaſure which 


the good Fathers inſure them in the-next. 


The jeſuites here are extreamly jealous and dili- 
gent to keep the poor Inhabitants in the utmoſt Ig- 
zorance and Darkneſs, under the fole Power of Bigo- 


try and Superſtition, whereby they become tame and 
tractable, perfectly devoted to a Zlind and 7mplicite 


Obedience to the Prieſts, which they highly applaud 


and commend, and impiouſly call by the N ame of 


Converßon. This abſolute and powerful Govern- 
ment of the Jeſuites in America was firſt founded by 
Violence and Outrage, by the Murther and Blood- 
ſhed of Many Mil LIoxs of the poor Inhabitants. 
Yea, many of their Hiſtorians do acknowledge that 


more than THIRNTY MilLions have been actually 


murthered at different Periods of Time. 
This GovERNMENT, or EMPIRE, of the 
PRIEST has ever fince been ſupported by Fraud, 
; Fur 
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48] 
Furgeries, and horrid Impieties. For in all their 
Wickedneſs they take care to lug in Heaven on their 
Side, and pretend that what they do is for the ſake 
of Gop and Heaven, and for the Souls of the poor 
Inhabitants.“ 

There is one certain Principle upon which this 
Prieftly Empire was at firſt founded, and to which 
at this Moment it owes its very Being and Exiſtence, 
viz. That the Jzſuites come commiſſioned from 
GOD, to declare his Mind and Will to the Indians: 
That they have the Keys of Heaven and Hell; and 
that the Rewards and Puniſhments of the next World 
are at their abſolute Command and Diſpoſal. Then 
it neceſſarily follows, that they are blindly and tame- 
ly to ſubmit in all Things, and to give up all 
Things into the Hands of the Jeſuits. 

All Government is in its own Nature mutable, 2s | 
it depends on the various and changeable Humours 
and Paſſions of Men, and is frequently altered by 
Time and Accidents. But this Prizfly Empire is 
certainly the moſt permanent, durable, and laſting; 

and conſequently the moſt to be dreaded and guard.- 
ed againſt. Wherever this Prieſtly Claim is 
admitted in its full Latitude, Millions of Men be- 
come Slaves at once : They yield up them- 
ſelves, both Body, Soul, and Eſtate, to this 
falſe and deluſive Cheat, and become the Dupes 
and Vaſſals of thoſe Religions Impoſtors. For what- 
ever Men, or Body of Men, can influenee and awe 
the reſt of Mankind, by the Dread of Eternal 
Punichment, or the « certain Aſſurance of Eternal 
| Nee 
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9 K and become the abitrary and uncontroulable if 1 


aſters of this World: And in whatever Kingdom, 
Nation, or Government, this one ſingle Prieftly Wil! 


Claim is admitted and prevails, it will certainly in- 


troduce and perpetuate the moſt compleat Tyranny Witt 


that ever exercis'd the Patience of God or Man. 
From this Conſideration it ought to ſtand as an 


| eternal Warning to all Communities and Societies of ii 


Men upon Earth, that their Religion (be it what it 
will) be never made any one Step towards Power or 
Property; for, where this is the Caſe, all the Power 
or Property of that Kingdom, or Nation, will be 
found to be too little for thoſe who pretend to govern 
and pręſide in Religious Matters. 

MofgAMME D, by means of hrs falſe and deluſive 
Cheat, founded a vaſt and mighty Empire. He | 
was at firſt but a common Menial Servant to a rich 


Arabian Merchant; his chief Employment was Dri- 


ving of Camels, But, being a cunning artful Fellow, 
upon the Death of his Maſter, he ſoon found 
Means to pleaſe the Widow, and ſhortly married 
her; by whom he had a very large Fortune. — He 
now began his Fraud and Deluſion, which by his great 


Wealth and Popularity ſpread | itſelf in a won derful 
Manner. 


He pretended to have the Power of damning and 


ſaving Souls, and that the Rewards and Puniſhments 


of the next World were at his abſolute Command. 
And ſeeing his Forgeries, Tricks, and ridiculous 
Pretenſions, were greedily ſwallowed by the giddy 
Multitude, he now found out the Art of making his 


Religious Impoſtures a Step to Power and Property, 
He was conſtantly followed by vaſt Multitudes, and 


in a ſhort Space of Time became extremely Rich 
G and. 


Happineſs, will inſtantly ingroſs all Power and Pro- i 


i | 
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and Powerful, He now took up Arms, and, adding 
Force to Fraud, he conquered vaſt Numbers of Peo- 
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ple: And all who refuſed to embrace and ſubmit to 
bis Religion were charg'd with Atheiſm and J n- 
ide ity, and put to the Sword at once. 

One Grand and Fundamental Article of this Re- 
ligion is, That every Turk viſit Mecca. once in his 
Life-ti me. But the Mufti, or Prieſt, pretends Mo- 
hammed has delegated to them a Power to exempt the 
Richer Sort, on their paying down a good round 
Sum of Money into their Haig. By this one ſingle 
Trick, or Juggle, the Prieſts pick the Pockets of 
the poor Laity of an immenſe Sum of Money yearly, 


and at the fame Time keep them in a conſtant fer- 


vile Fear and Dependance. 
We ſee here a Government founded by Fraud 


and Force, which has now ſtood above a Thouſand 


Years, and, according to ail Human Appearance, 
may ſtand to the End of Time. Who in Turky 
dares diſpute the Divins Miss1on of Mohammed ? 
At Rome the Caſe is exactly the fame. Who 
would there venture to queſtion the Pope's ridi- 
culous SUPREMACY over Heaven and Earth, or his 


Title to the Keys of St. Peter, or his Power of dams 


ning or ſaving Souls for Money? 
This Sort of Government is therefore the moſt 
permanent and durable; and, by the Hiſtories of all 
Ages, Kingdoms, and Nane has ever been found 
to pe the moſt dread ful, infamous, and deteſtable. 
Few good Governments have laited like that of Me- 
hammed and Popery, both founded on Fraud and De- 
luſion, and equally tending to render the Human 
Race 


+ A City in Gali Felix wherein Mohammed [or Mohamet)} 


was born, on the 5th of May, A. D. 5 8 


— — — ——— —— —— — 


Thing that ever was invented; its whole Deſign be- 


3; EW. 
Race perfefly wretched and miſerable, and to bind | 
them down, both Body and Soul, in a State of che 
moſt abje& Slavery and Servitude; and all by their 
own Conſent and Affrance. 

Ie is aſtoniſhing to confider the vaſt Power pof. 
ſeſſed by the Pope for many Centuries preceeding 
the Reformation. ----—— He was in Fact the Only 
Monarch in Chriſtend om. All the other Chriſtian 
Monarchs were only his Slaves and Tributaries. They 


ruled precariouſy. The Pope conſtantly uſurp'd a 


Power to guide and command, to curſe and depoſe | 
them at his mere Will and Pleaſure. He publiſh*d 
Laws binding to Prince and People. He levied Mo- 
ney on them, and often dethroned their Sovereigus. 
His Government was nothing more than the moſt 
compleat, impious, and deteſtable Tyranny that e- 
ver the World ſaw. 

And here it is highly worth the Notice and Ob- 
ſervation of Mankind, that this abſolute Monarchy 
and Dominion of the Pope, and his Prieſts, is found- 
ed on the ſame Deluſion with that of Mohammed and 


his Prieſts.— Their Claims, their Pretenſions,, 14 
are the very ſame, viz. that they are cammiſ- Wil 
fioned from GO D, and that they have a Power 


of damning and ſaving Souls, and of making them 


either happy or miſerable in the next World. 


The Turks are extremely devout, extremely blind, 


the bigotted Followers of Mohammed and his Priefts||. 


Are not the Papiſts equally devout, equally blind, 
equally the bigotted Followers of the Pope and his 
Prieſts ? — Popery is certainly the moſt dreadful. ' 


ing to aggrandize and inrich the Clergy, to oppreſs- 
G 2 and 


| See Pitr;'s Hiſtory of the Mohammedans. 
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and Adee the Laity. All its Doctrines, all its 
Cunning and Artifice, all its Views and Deſigns, 
are calculated for the ſole Advantage of the Prieſts, 
and the Deſtruction of the People. It's an open 
Conſpiracy of Eccigſiaſtichs againſt all the reſt of 
Mankind, to rob them of their Eſtates, their Con- 
ſciences, and their Senſes; and at the ſame 
Time to keep them ignorant, poor, miſerable, and 
Naviſh. — What a mighty Rout do they make a- 
bout their Beads, their Holy-water, their Extreme 
Unction, their Conſecration of Churchyards, their Veſt- 
ments, Tranſubſtantiation, and their other Trum- 
pery? When by the Whole nothing more is really 
meant or intended than to gain Adoration to the 
Prieſtly Character. 

If we examine the French Hiſtorians, we ſhall 
find, they all concur and agree in Opinion that 
Prieſts in France have ever been the chief Promo- 
ters of all the Acts of Cruelty and Perſecution that at 
different Periods of Time have been carried on in 
that Kingdom. In that ſevere and cruel Edict of 
Zuly 1561, wherein all Proteſtants meeting for Reli- 
gious Worſhip were condemn'd, 1t 1s worth Notice, 
that in this Edict the Biſbops were the only Perſons 
appointed to proceed againſt and proſecute the Pro- 
teſtants. This Buſineſs could not be done by Lay 
Hands. Even the Papiſt Laity had not thrown off 
all the natural Impreſſions of Humanity and Ten- 
derne ſs.— And to do the French Biſhops Juſtice, 
they ſpared no Pains: Their Hearts were in the 
Work. They proceeded againſt the Proteſtants with 


ſo much Severity, that, in a few Months Time, in- 


finite Numbers of honeſt, diligent, and laborious 
People actually fled, and left the Kingdom and their 
Effects; chuſing rather to ipend their Lives in a 


volunta; y 
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voluntary Exile, in Meanneſs, Poverty, and Want, 
than remain in their own native Country, ſubject to 
the perpetual Vaſſalage and Servitude of thoſe Pricf:- 
ly Tyrants. ; 

Yea, in leſs than Six Months Time, thoſe very 
Biſhops threw the whole Kingdom of France into a 
horrible Confuſion. They made ſuch a violent and 
wicked Abuſe of that Power given them by this 
Edict, that it became neceſſary to convene all the 
Princes of the Blood, the Privy-Councellors, and 
the Eight Courts of Parliament, in order to lay ſome 
Reſtraint to their unbounded Rage and Fury. 

The Biſhops and Clergy of France have had very 
foul Play from their own Hiſtorians, if they did not 
behave very badly under this Reſtraint. Yea, ſome 
of them will go ſo far as to ſay, that all the dread- 
ful Murthers and Bloodſhed, at the Grand Mal- 
ſacze, about Ten Years afterward, ought to be laid 
at their Door. This Maſſacre was begun at 
Paris, on Sunday Night the 24th of Auguſt, 1572. 
It continued all Sunday Night, Monday all Day, 
and Monday Night. In which Time, as Thuanus, 
Monſ. Mezeray, and other Hiſtorians, agree, that 
between Four ahd Five Thouſand were murthered 
in cold Blood. Pirex, Biſhop of Paris, makes the 
Number to be, Twenty Lords of Note, One Thou- 
ſand Two Hundred Gentlemen, and about Three 
Thouſand others: The greateſt Part of which were 
murthered in their Beds the Sunday Night. Some 
other Hiſtorians make the Number of the Slain to 
be Eight or Nine Thouſand. No Age or Sex was 
ſpared. A ſingle Death would not ſatisfy them: 
They made them undergo all the Violence, Cruelty, 
and Tortures, that their brutal Rage could ſuggeſt, 
before Death relieved them. A particular Account of 
which 


TT THE 
which is too ſhocking to relate, yea it is ſo dreadful, 
that I have in reading it been ever tempted to look 
on it all as a mere Romance, an imaginary Deſcrip- 
tion of Tortures and Cruelties. But it is too well at- 
teſted to admit of ſuch a ſerious Thought, : 

About Monday Noon, the Spirits of the Murs» 


3 


therers began to flag and abate a little: Their ſavage 


Minds were even fatiated with Blood. -——— All on 
a ſudden the Town was alarm'd by the Jeſuites, and 
other Prieſts, who pretended that a Miracle had that 
Inſtant been wrougit on a large white Thorn- Buſh 
in Innocent's Churchyard, The Buſh, they affirm'd, 
was dead, and had no Leaves on it; and that in a 
Moment of Time it became in a Flouriſhing Con- 
dition. This Miracle was publiſh'd throughout all 
the Streets in Paris, the Prieſts every-where declaring 
in a moſt open and publick Manner, that it was 
an apparent Sign and Teſtimony that . Heaven ap- 
prov'd of the Action of the laſt Night, and that 
great Joy was now in Heaven at the Tranſactions 
of the preſent Day. The Minds of the People were 
much impreſs'd with this Miracle, and the Interpre- 


tation of it. They were animated with new Heats 


of Cruelty and Violence, and continued their Mur- 
der and Bloodſhed *till the Tueſday Morning. No- 
thing too baſe and abominable for thoſe wicked 
Prieſts to undertake! How do they prophane the 
facred Name of Heaven, in Defence of their im- 
pious Forgeries, their horrid Mockeries and im- 
ieties ! g 

This Maſſacre was not confin'd to Paris alone: 
Moſt of the Towns in France had a Share of it more 
or leſs, in Proportion to the Power and Influence of 
their Prieſts in the different Parts of the Kingdom. 
It is generally allow'd, that from the 24th of Auguſt 
| | | | to 
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to the laſt of Ofiober the Number of Proteſtants 
that were butcher' d in France amounted to about a 
Hundred Thouſand, Great Numbers of the Popiſh 


them in the different Priſons of the Town. At laſt, 


in the Night they broke open the 


At Bourdeaux the Caſe was the fame. The Go- 


it. Oh! horrid Mockery and Impiety | — Car- 


Laity openly declar'd againſt theſe Butcheries. The 
Governour of Lyons (I ſuppoſe, a Papiſt, ) did his 
utmoſt to prevent any Maſſacre in that Town. He 
gather d together Six or Seven Hundred of the moſt 
Conſiderable of the Proteſtants, and, to ſecure them 
againſt the Rage and Fury of the People, lodg'd 


to appeaſe the People, the Governour allow'd them 
to pillage the Houſes of the Proteſtants, and to 
carry off all their Effects, and deſired nothing more 
for them than that their Lives might be preſerv'd. 
But the People were ſo urg'd on 7 the Clergy, that 
riſon Doors, and 
murther*d every Soul of them in a moſt inhuman 
and butcherly Manner. | 
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vernour kept the People quiet for ſome Time, and 
ſaved the Proteſtants. But at laſt the People were ſo 
inflam'd by the Prieſts, that it was impoſſible to re- 
ſtrain them any longer. OY 

When the News of the Maſſacre at Paris reach*d 
Rome, the Rejoicings continued for Three Days. 
The Pope and the Cardinals, attended by all the in- 
ferior Orders of the holy Priefthood, went to the Grand 
Church in Proceſſion, to return Thanks to GOD for 
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dinal Urn was diſpatch'd to Paris, to grant a full 
and plenary Abſolution to all that had been Actors 
in this Maſſacre, and to encourage them to go on, 
and to extirpate Hereſy both Root and Branch. 

I will proceed no further in this bloody Buſineſs; 
but refer the Reader to Monſ. Mexeray, Thuanus, and 
| | - 


other Hiſtorians, — who all agree that this Maſſacre 
was the higheſt Pitch of Barbarity and Cruelty that 
former Ages had ever ſeen. Yea, they go farther, 
and fay, that, taking in all its Circumſtances, they 
were almoſt confident that it could never be equall'd 
in any ſuceeding Ages of the World.——But in this 
Point they were greatly miſtaken. The Jriſh Maſ⸗ 
Tac?e, in that weak and wicked Reign of Charles 
the Firſt, went far beyond it. It was conducted by 
the ſame Set of Men, animated by the ſame Spirit, 
and to anſwer the ſame wicked Purpoſes. 

Let us now return to our own Country, and for a 
Moment examine the direful Effects of POPERY, 
when it laſt prevaiPd in this Kingdom. And it will 
preſently appear to every reaſonable Man to be a Re- 
ligion in its own Nature more dreadful, and abun- 
dantly more deſtructive to Human Society, than Mo- 
hammediſm or Pagan Idolatry. — And what makes 
it the more peculiarly deteſtable is, That it's a Govern- 

ment of Prieſts, from whom no Toleration is or can 
be expected. No ; — their only Weapons are 
Fire and Faggot : Death and Deſtruction are their 
only Arguments: Of which we have abundant Proof 
in the Hiſtories of our own Kingdom, during the 
ſhort Reign of Queen Mary. 

No ſooner did that Princeſs aſcend the Throne of 
theſe Realms, but ſhe ſuffer*d the Priefts to have an 
abſolute Aſcendancy over her. They prevailed on 
her directly to trample on and break through all the 
Laws of the Land, and at once to eſtabliſh a Papal 
Prieſtly Tyranny. --—- Her firſt Proclamation was 
to forbid all Preaching and Printing without Licence. 
The Prieſts prevail'd on her to drop the Title of 
Supreme Head of the Church. This made Way for 
reſtoring the Authority and Supremacy of the Pope; 

A £1 which 


E 


firm'd by Act of Parliament. ; 

The next Step the Queen was put on was, to re- 
peal the Statute of Morimain for Twenty Years to 
come, and alſo to reſtore all the Abbey and Church 
Lands in Poſſeſſion of the Crown, which at that Time 
were of immenſe Value. In the Order for reſtoring 
theſe Lands to the Church, ſign'd by the Queen, 
ſtand the following Words : .— ] do here expreſly 


'a © refuſe to retain the ſaid Lands for mine, and with 
Y, aall my Heart do freely and willingly furrender and 
ill « relinquiſh all the ſaid Lands, Poſſeſſions, or In- 
C- * heritances whatſoever, and do renounce the ſame; 
N- * and do order, that ſuch Diſpoſition thereof may 
2 be taken as ſhall ſeem beſt liking to our MosT 
es Holy Lo Rp the POPE. 
1 At this Time many of the Nobility and Gentry 
in had got Poſſeſſion of ſome of thoſe Church Lands. 
e They all pretended their Titles had been confirm'd 
Ir by Act of Parliament, and alſo that Cardinal Pole, 
pf by the Pope's Authority, had ratify*d that Confir- 
e mation, and had engaged that the preſent Poſſeſſors 
ſhould hold them, without any Moleſtation whatſo- 
f ever. But Pope Julius the Third was not to be 
n gulPd in this manner: He declar'd openly that he 
N would not give up a ſingle Foot of the Church- 
e Lands ; and that whoever would be ſo wicked, pro- 
1 phane, and facrilegous, as to preſume to hold them, 
3 in Defiance of his Authority, thould ſmart ſeverely for 
' it, both in this World and the next. And to let 
f the People of England ſee he would be held by no 
r | prior Engagements, at once, and without Compli- Wall 
; ment or Ceremony, His Holineſs publiſh'd a moſt Wi 


1 dreadful Bull of Excommunication againſt all Per- 


2 | ſone 


which by Inſtigation of the Clergy was foon aſter i 
done, and in the Month of January, 1554, was con- WW 
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ſons, of whatever Rank or Quality, without excep- 


ting any ſingle Soul, that ſhould refuſe to deliver up 


to the Church all the Abbey-Lands. 
Notwithſtanding Queen Mary, the Biſhops, and 


Clergy, behaved with ſo much Submiſſion and baſe 
Servility to this Pope Julius the Thud, and always 


addreſs'd him with the Title of Our moſt Holy Lord 
the Pope, yet this very Pope, both in Publick and 
Private Life, was a Perſon moſt notorioully wicked, 
impious, and prophane. — Of which, were it neceſ- 
ſary, I could produce many Inſtances. 5 

A reaſonable Man would now have thought 
thoſe Conceſſions of the Queen and the Parliament 


would have fully fatisfy*d the Prieſts of thoſe Days. 
—— But it would not do. The main Thing was 


{till wanting, their dearly beloved Work of 
Fire and Faggot. Therefore, in this ſame Seſſion 
they got the Parliament to revive the Statutes of 
Richard the Second, Henry the Fourth, and Henry 


the Fifth, for Burning all ſuch as the Biſhops ſhould 
eſteem to be Hereticts. The Parliament boggled a 


a little at reviving thoſe Statutes, well knowing what 
a Scene of Murther and Bloodſhed would unavoid- 


ably enſue. But the Biſhops, being ſupported by the 


Influence of the Court, puſh'd the Affair with fo 
much Violence, that in Six Days Time they got the 


Act compleated, paſſed, and ſign'd. 

By theſe Means, the Prieſts in the Marian Days | 
became abſolute and uncontroulable Lords of Life, 
Death, and Property. It would be endleſs for me 


to give you a particular Account of the horrid Cru- | 
elties of the Prieſts in thoſe Days. I will only men- 
tion a few Inſtances, that the Reader may ſee what 
is to be expected from thoſe Men, ſhould they ever 


get to the ſame Degree of Power. 


Mr. 
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Mr. George Marſh, a Gentleman of Fortune, and 
educated at Cambridge, by Order of the Biſhops, was 
burac for Hereſy, with this particular Mark of helliſh nh 
Crueltv, that while his Body was burning in the Fire, Wt 
boiling Pitch ran upon him from a Barrel, placed 
over his Head for that Purpoſe. At the ſame Time 


Two poor Women were burnt at Ipſwich, by Hop- 


ton Biſhop of Norwich: And alſo Mr. John Spreer, 
Mr. William Cohorby, and Mr. John Maunarell, Three 
WWilthire Gentlemen, were burnt by Capon Biſhop of 
Saliſbury. Thoſe wicked Biſhops and their Adhe- 
rents daily grew more violent and bloody. In April, 
1556, Bonner, Biſhop of London, cauſed the Six 
following Perſons to be burnt in one Fire in Smitbh- 
feld: Mr. Rol ert Drake, Mr. William Tyms, Mr. 

Richard Spruge, Mr. Thomas Spruge, Mr. John Ca- 
vill, and Mr. George Ambroſe. In the fame Month 
of April this very fame Biſhop burnt Six Men more, 
at Colcheſter, for Hereſy : John Mace, Chriſtopher 
Liſter, John Spencer, Simon Joyce, Richard Nieolls, 
and John Hammon. In this ſame Month, this Biſhop 
burnt at Stratford Bow, near London, Two poor 
Old Men, one lame and the other blind. When 


the lame Man came to be tied to the Stake, he flung 


away his Crutch, and cry'd out with great Chearful- 


nneſs to his Brother Maityr, Ze of good Chear ! This 


Biſhop of London is a good Phyſician: He will cure 
as both ſhortly, thee of thy Blindneſs, and me of my 
Lameneſs. Bonner being determin'd to finiſh 
this Month of April bravely, towards the End of it 
he burnt Four poor Women at one Stake in Smith- 
field: Catharine Het, Foan Horner, Elizabeth Thack- 
nell, and Margaret Ellis. In the Month of une 
following, Biſhop Bonner ordered a Fire, prodigi- Wl 


ouſly large, to be made at Stratford Bow, near Lon-., 
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don, with great Pomp and Ceremony, in which Ten 
Men and Two Women were all tied to one Stake, 
and burnt to Aſhes at once. Their Names were 
Henry Addington, Lawrence Pirmans, Francis Wye, 
William Hallywell, Thomas Boyer, George Searle, 
Lyon Calwells, Ralph Fackſon, Jobn Derrifell, John 
Roath, Agnes Georgg, and Elizabeth Peppin. It was 
repreſented to Biſhop Benner that Elizabeth Peppin 
was big with Child, and conſequently her Sentence 
ought to be reſpited. But he would not liſten to any 
Thing that had the leaſt Appearance of Clemency 
or Mercy: — So ſhe was burnt with the reſt. Such 
is the Nature of Popiſh and Prieſtly Zeal, that it 
deſtroys and eradicates all the Seeds of Pity and Ten- 
derneſs from the Human Mind. Biſhop Burnet 
takes particular Notice of this Burning at Stratford 
Bow. He ſays they were Thirteen Perſons, Eleven 
Men and Two Women. I can find the Names but 
of Ten Men and Two Women, Biſhop Burnet ſays 
it was on the 17th of June, and that by it Biſhop 
Bonner gave the moſt ſignal Inſtance of his Cruelty 
that the Kingdom of England ever ſaw. Vide Bur- 
net's Abridgement of the Reformation, pa. 304. 
I am weary of this bloody Scene, and will men- 
tion but one Inſtance more, o wit, The Burning of 
Three Women and an Infant at Guernſey. — And 
really tis fuch a Tragedy as is not to be pralled 
in any of the Hiſtories of the Pagans, Barbarians, 
Hottentots, and Negroes. One James Amy, a Dean 
of the Ifle of Guerneſy, a Prieſt remarkable for his 
Cruelty, took it in his Head that Mrs. Katherine 
Gawchs, a Widow Gentlewoman, Mrs. Gilbert and 
Mrs. Maſſey, her Two Daughters, did not believe 
Tranſubſtantiation. Theſe three Women were of 
the Top Rank and Faſhion upon the Iſland, and were 
ver * 


er 
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9 
very remarkable for their great Piety, Virtue, and 
Religion. The latter was the Wife of the Rey. 
Mr. Maſſy, a French Proteſtant Miniſter, who juſt 
before had left the Iſland for Fear of being burnt. 
Many Gentlemen interpos'd in Favour of theſe 

Three Ladies, and ſtrongly urg'd to the wicked 
Dean that Mrs. Maſſey was big with Child, and ex- 

cted every Moment to lie down. But nothing 
would ſatisfy this abandon'd Wretch : — Tears, 
Perſuaſions, and the moſt preſſing Intreaties, prov*d 
all ineffectual. He condemn'd them all three to be 
ty'd to one Stake, and burnt to Aſhes. Which 
Sentence was accordingly executed at Guernſey on 
the 18th of July, 1556. Preſently after the Fire 
was kindled, the Body of Mrs. Maſſey, by the Vio- With 
lence of the Heat, burſt, and the Child was taken 
up by Mr. William Houſe, a Perſon who ſtood by. Wi 
It was a fine Male Child, and did not appear to have 
receiv*d the leaſt Hurt or Injury. — Elias Goſſelin, 
the Sheriff, would not ſuffer the poor innocent Babe 
to be carried off; but order'd it to be flung into the 
Fire again; which was accordingly done, and in- 
ſtantly conſum'd to Aſhes, to the unſpeakable Hor- 
ror of all the Spectators. — This Geſſelin was a Tool 
and Creature to Dean Amy, and doubtleſs concluded 
he had merited his Favour by this monſtrous Prodi- 
oy of Cruelty. This Dean was ever afterwards ſo 
terribly hated by the Laity, for this and other In- 
ſtances of his Cruelty, that in Queen Elizabeth's 
Time a Proſecution was about to be commenced a- 
gainſt him: But the Biſhops, and ſome of the 
Clergy, interpos'd. in his behalf with the Queen, 
_ urging ſtrongly, that, in regard to the San#Zity of 
his Character, he ought to be exempted from any 


Kind of Proſecution or Puniſhment whatſoever. 
i And 


C 7 

And they actually obtain'd the Queen's Pardon for 
him, to the great Mortification of many Thouſands 
of the Laity, who would have rejoiced to have ſeen 


1 F him truis*d up. 


Biſhop Burnet takes particular Notice of ths Af. 
fair, and reaſons on it very juſtly. He ſays, The 
* Throwing the Child back into the Fire was Mur- 
ther without Queſtion z for no Sentence againſt 
© the Mother could excuſe this inhuman Piece of 
* Butchery.* Vide Burnet's ann of the Re- 


Formation, pa. 305. 


That Noble and Learned Author, the Right 
Honourable Anthony Aſbley Cooper, Earl of Shofts- 
bury, in his firſt Volume of Characteriſticts, pa. 28, 
1. 29, ſpeaking of the Cruelties formerly practiſed in 
Smithfie ld, has this very remarkable Obſervation, viz. 
* That it is uſual for the Prięſts to prefer the Love 
© of Blood to all other Paſſions. * — However, rough 
and ſevere the Obſervation of this Great Man may 
appear, yet doubtleſs it was founded upon mature 
Deliberarion, and confirm'd in his own Mind by his 
general Knowledge of Mankind, and his perfect 
Acquaintance with all the Hiſtories of the World. 

I could eafily produce Inſtances of ſeveral Hun- 
dreds more that were burnt for Hereſy in the Ma- 
rian Days; but they are Facts obvious and known 
to all the World. In thoſe Days no Man's Life, 
Perſon, or Property, was ſecure for a ſingle Hour. 
It any mean and pitiful Prieſt imagined any Gentle- 
man in his Neighbourhood did not believe all His 
fooliſh Dreams, Whims, and Fancies, he immedi- 


ately accus'd him of Hereſy; and, if he was once 


apprehended, he ſtood no Chance for his Life. So 

peculiarly dreadful and cruel were the Biſhops, that, 

of the many Hundreds that were condemn'd to be 
burnt 


cent Men, in cold Blood, in France, Ireland, and 
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burnt there was only one ſingle Man throughout this 
Reign whoſe Sentence of Condemnation was after- 


wards revers'd. The Prieſts of thoſe Days were 
even Strangers to all the Sentiments of Humanity, 
and delighted in nothing but Murther, Bloodſbed, 


and other horrid Acts of Cruelty. . 
And to convince the Reader that I don't bear too 
hard on the Clergy, in laying all the Murther of 
Queen Mary's Reign at their Door, I beg Leave to 
mention ſome very remarkable Declarations of Bi- 
ſhop Burnet's. Speaking of the Murther and Blood- 
ſhed of this Reign, he ſays, © Queen Mary gave 
* herſelf up to follow all the Dictates and Humours 
of the Clergy.* Vide the Abridgement of the Hiſ- 


Tory of the Reformation, pa. 233. — And again, in 


the ſame Page, he ſays further; The cruel Acts 
of the Clergy, when Power was put in their Hands, 
« were ſo ſcandalous, that it's ſcarce poſſible to 
* write of them with that Softneſs of Style that be- 
comes an Hiſtorian.* Burnet's very Words. — 
Yea, the Gunpoamder Plot, a Conſpiracy of 
which no Age or Hiſtory did ever produce the like, 
yet this monſtrous, this Helliſb Deſign was firſt contri- 
ved by the Prieſts at Rome, and was chiefly conduc- 
ted here by Father Garnet, Provincial of the Feſurtes 


Order in England *. : 
It is ſhocking to conſider and reflect, what Mur- 


thers, what Maſſacres, of many Thouſands of inno- 
other 


— 
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Father Garnet was try'd, at the Guildhall, London, before 
the Lord Mayor, Sir Leonard Holiday, and the Lords of the 
Council. He was found guilty, and was hang'd, drawn, and 
quarter'd, at the Weſt End of St. Paul's Church, in the open 


Street, Anuo Dom. 1606. | ; 
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ether Parts of the World, have been begun, and 
carried on, ſince the firſt Promulgation of CHRI- 
STIANITY, by this Order and Set of Men, when- 
ever they have been intruſted with Power. 

Lord Bacon's Obſervation is certainly juſt, That 
the Danger of SUPERSTITION is even greater than 
that of ATazisM. For, fays he, ATrzim 
leaves Men to Senſe, to Philoſophy, to Laws, to 
Reputation; all which may be Guides to Moral 
Virtue, tho* Religion were not: — But SuptR- 
$TITION diſmounts all theſe, and erects an abſo- 
late Monarchy in the Minds of Men. — There- 
fore (/ays this Great Author) Ar RHEIsM did never 
perturb States; but SuPpERSTITION hath been 
the Confuſion of many. — The Cauſes of Super- 
& ſtition (the ſame Author ſays) are the Cunning and 
© Stratagems of Prelates, for their own Ambition 
and Lucre. Tk 3 

In ſhort, it muſt undeniably appear to every 
Conſiderate Man, that has been at all acquainted 
with the Hiſtories of this or any other Nation in 
Europe, that the Oppreſſion of Temporal Fyrants 
never was, nor ever will be, ſo great and dreadful 
as the Oppreſſion of Prieſts, 

It would here be too tedious for me to enter into. 
a particular Detail of all the reſpective Claims, Pri- 
vileges, and Powers, now poſſeſſed by the Prieſts. 
in the Mobammedan and Pagan World; but muſt re- 
fer the Reader to the Hiſtories of thoſe: Countries. 
— However, I will readily grant that even here the 


Mi 6 6 


Prieſts do cheat, cozen, and impoſe on the Igno- 


rance and Credulity of the poor Laity ; — but it is 
in ſinall Matters only. They are content with a 
little moderate Share of Power and Wealth: Their 
Demands are low and trifling. They are not of a 

turbulent. 


n 
turbulent reſtleſs Spirit, nor have they any Deſigns 
of making their Sacerdotal Empire independent of 


the Civil Government. In the Romiſh Church the 


Caſe is vaſtly different. There nothing will content 


the Prietts leſs than an abſolute and uncontroulable 
Dominion over the Lives, Properties, and Conſci- 
ences, of Mankind. They are eternally forming 
Deſigns to inſlave the Laity both Body and Mind, 

and to rend their Condition wretched and miſerable 
beyond all Conception, And whenever they meet 
any Oppoſition, they preſently fill the World with 
Violence and Outrage, with Murther and Blood- 
ſhed, in order to ſupport and manintain their inſati- 


able Thirſt after Power and Wealth, and their un- 


bounded Avarice and Pride. 


I perſuade myſelf that by this Time the Reader 
is convinced, that I have ſufficiently made good my 
firſt Aſſertion, and have proved beyond all Poſſibil- 


ty of Diſpute, that POPERY is in its own Na- 
ture a Religion more deteſtable, and abundanily more 


deſtructive to Human Society, than Mohammediſm or 
Pagan Idolatry. 


% 


And now let us lift up our Hands and Hearts to 


Heaven, and humbly implore the Favour of Al- 
mighty GOD, whoſe PRovipence, at different 


Times, has interpoſed for us, in a Manner very 
conſpicuous and remarkable, and has reſcued us from 
falling into the Hands of cruel and bloody Men. 
Oh! let us offer up our Songs of Gratitude and 
Thankfulneſs, when we conſider that our moſt holy 
Religion, our moſt excellent Laws, Conſtitution, 
and Government, ſtand ſecure, in ſpight of all the 
Attacks of Hell and Tow —and 1n all "_— 
| | wi 


will be handed down firm and immutable to our la- 
teſt Poſterity. To which every True Briton will ſay, 
Amen and Amen. 
Thanks be to GOD, adored be his Name for- 
ever, that in Queen E/;zabeth's Days the RE ro- 
MATION again revived; and as it gradually advan- 
ced, the wicked Doctrines of Popery, Its ridiculous 
and abſurd Opinions, the impious Claims of their 
Prieſts, were in à great meaſure aboliſh*d and re- 
nounced. It's really ſurpriſing to conſider what Oppo- 
ſition our firſt Reformers had to encounter with, The 
Peoples Minds were fo darken'd and deluded, that 
they were fond of their Chains, Fetters, and Dark 
neſs, and were even afraid of Light and Conviction. 
At the Reformation the Right of Private Judgment 
was aſſerted, and by vaſt Multitudes the Bible was 
declar'd to be the only Rule of Faith and Manners, 
A reaſonable and ſenſible Man would now have con- 
cluded that all Religious Differences would have been 
quite lain aſide. But unhappy was it for England 
that there were vaſt Numbers of the Clergy who 
were open and avow'd Enemies to this Reformati- 
on. They with envious and wiſhing Eyes look*d 
on the vaſt Revenues, Grandeur, and Power, of the 
Romiſh Clergy. They ſaw with bitter Remorſe and 
Regret, that, as the Reformation advanced, all thoſe 
fine Things, All their exorbitant Claims and Preten- 
ſions, mult in a great Meaſure be given up; and 
that the Laity began to be awaken'd, and to be- 
come reaſonable Creatures. 

At this ſame Time there was alſo a conſiderable 
Number of the Laity, and ſome few of the Clergy, 
who were far from thinking the Reformation to be 
compleat, and were for carrying it much farther. 
This gave Birth to the various and different Parties 
that 


Th 167 
that have ſince prevail'd in England. The Things 
in which they nom differ'd were for the moſt Part 
trifling, minute, and inconſiderable. The Managers 


and Leaders of the different Parties had ſome By- 


ends, ſome private Conſiderations of their own to 


purſue. They well knew there was a Propenſity in 
the Minds of the People to be deluded and deceived, 
and that the plain and reaſonable Precepts of Chri- 
ſtianity would not ſatisfy them. No; one Party 
would have a Religion with a little Shew, Pageantry, 
| Ceremonies, and Superſtition, with a little Mixture 
of Nonſenſe and Abſurdity, to render it the more 
admired, adored, and believed. Theſe different 
Parties in a very little Time fell into great Diſcon- 
tents, Diſorders, and Violence; the Stronger and 


more Powerful perſecuting the Weaker with incredi- 


bleFury and Rage. And whoever went about to ex- 
poſe their fooliſh and ridiculous Conduct, and to un- 
fold the Cheat, was inſtantly branded with the odi- 
ous Name of Heretick or Schiſmatick, and declared 
to be a Foe to Religion. This was certainly a poor 
Encouragement for ſerving, or ſtriving to ſerve Soci- 
elies. 

However, it muſt be confeſs'd, that were the Peo- 
ple otherwiſe inſtructed, they would a# otherwiſe. 
They would patiently hear thoſe that would ſhew 
them the Truth, and their own real Intereſt, both 
Spiritual and Temporal. They would not run mad, 
and be intoxicated, after Names and Notions that 
ſerve only to inflame and divide them. 

It is therefore a neceſſary and reaſonable Duty for 
all Men, more eſpecially for Proteftants, to ſee that 
they be not miſled or deceiv'd. They ſhould en- 
deavour to form ſtrong, clear, and reaſonable Con- 
ceptions of Things. 8 ſhould beware of their 

4 | on 
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own Hearts, and watch over them carefully, and ſee 
they be not ſeized with a fooliſh, angry, Party- Spirit. 
I now ſpeak of all Parties in generall: For in none 
did J ever ſee Juſtice, Candor, and Moderation, 
practiſed betwen the Individuals of oppoſite Parties. 
Are there not Inſtances every where to be found of 
Gentlemen, who in private Lite have ever conduc- 
ted themſelves with ſtrict Juſtice, Integrity, andGood- 
temper, yet in Party Affairs Have chearfully promo- 
ted and concurred in Meaſures the moſt unjuſt and 
unreaſonable? — It is with Meaſures as with Men: 
They are either prais'd or condemn'd, not becauſe 
they are right or wrong, beneficial or hurtful, but be- 
cauſe they come from this Party or the other. Evil 
is turn'd into Good, and Good into Evil. -—- To a 
calm and unprejudiced Mind, the Paſſions and Par- 
tialities of Parties, to cach other, appears extreamely 
fooliſh and ridiculous. With a true Party-man there 
is no ſuch Thing as fair Reaſoning. Fierceneſs, Bit- 
terneſs, and Anger, poſleſs both his Body and Mind. 
His buſy Spirit is for ever ſpying Faults in the op- 
polite Side, which with a ſecret Pieaſure he propa- 
gate, and frequently aggravates beyond the Bounds 
of Truth, or even all Probability. Party Zeal alone 
is ſufficient to acquire a Reputation, and Attachment 
to a Party is Honeſty, and every Thing elſe. To 
be honeſt and good ⁊with a Party, is to be of it; and 
but little more is required or thought neceſſary. 
Thus we often ſee Perſons vicious, ignorant, and 
wicked, highly applauded and admired : Yea, they 
make a Figure in their Party, and are efteem*d 
it: When, at the ſame Time, the truly good, vir- 
tuous, and accompliſh'd Man ſtands expos'd to the 
Deteſtation and Reproach of Fools. This violent 
Party Spirit is generally blind, and moſt predomi- 
| nant 
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nant where there is the leaſt Share of Underſtand- 


ing. The leſs of Common Senſe, the more of Zeal: 
And Zeal with Party will attone for the Want of 


every other good Quality: Whereas, in Truth, 


Honeſty, Virtue, and Good Senſe, ought to be the 


only proper and juſt Recommendation to Efteem 
and Applauſt. | EEE 


It is from this deteſtible Party Spirit that we often 
ſee the wiſeſt and beſt of Men precluded from the 
Service of their Country, and forced to give way to 
the Weakeſt, Ignorant, and moſt Contemptible, 
And what is ſtill more ſtrange, and wonderful to 
conſider, is, that the Majority in Parties ſeldom 
know the Reaſon why they thus hate and abuſe one 


another. People in general have neither Leiſure 


nor Inclination to go to the Bottom and Reaſon of 
Things. They blindly purſue their Leaders, and 
with a violent and implicit Attachment adhere to 
particular Sounds, Names, and Notions, however 
ſtupid and ridiculous. And from this evil and ac- 
curſed Root have ſprung moſt of the Calamities that 
have ever befel theſe Kingdoms. rf 
Unhappy, unhappy has it been for us that ſo 
much of this odious Party Spirit has been handed 


down to the preſent Day and Time! Really it re- 


fleas ſome Sort of Infamy and Contempt on the 
Human Species, when one conſiders how apt they 
are to be deceived and deluded, and more eſpecially 1 
by the Leaders and Managers of Parties. When 
once the favorite Party Word or Sound is given, I 
they preſently run into Diſcord, Animoſity, and 


Contention, which frequently end in Violence and | | 
Outrage, and ſometimes in Murder and Bloodſhed. 1 


And what makes the Caſe abundantly the worſe, and 


paſt all Probability of Amendment, is from a deter- 


min d 


I extenſively uſeful and beneficial. And here the Au- 


0 

min'd Reſolution in all Parties to receive no new 
Light or Conviction. —— Whoever attempts to ex- 
poſe the particular F oibles or Weakneſſes of 4a 
Party is certain to incur the utmoſt Reſentment of 
that Party; or whoever ſhall have Honeſty and 
Courage enough to expoſe the little Fooleries, Foi- 
bles, and Weakneſſes of a7] Parties, will infallibly 
draw upon himſelf the Reſentment of all Parties. 

This is exactly the Caſe of the Author of the 
preceding Pamphlet, A brief Account, 8&c.— He at- 
tempted to exhibit in an honeſt and fair Light the 
unreaſonable Conduct of different Parties; to which 
he was not induced by a Spirit of Vanity or Ambi- 
tion, much leſs from a Spirit of Contention and Ani- 
moſity. No; his Intentions were perfectly innocent 
and juſt. He had nothing in View but to preſerve 
the publick Peace and Quiet, to relieve the Inno- 
cent and Oppreſs'd, by convincing the Oppreſſors 
that their Behaviour was contrary to Reaſon, con- 
trary to Scripture, contrary to all the Laws of Hea- 
ven and Earth. Had the Author really attempted 
to have extirpated Chriſtianity out of the World, he 
could not have been reflected on with more and 
greater Severity. However, he has the Satisfaction 
of his own Mind, the Thanks and Approbation of 
the diſcerning Few, and more particularly of ſome 
Gentlemen of the Firſt Rank and Eminence in the 
Kingdom. | | | 


A third Edition being now called for, the Author 
readily embraces this Opportunity to ſtate and obvi- 
ate the moſt conſiderable Objections that have been 
| rais'd againſt it; hoping thereby to render it leſs li- 
able to Offence, and that it may become the more 


thor 


thor begs Leave to declare, that he looks upon him- 
ſelf to be as liable to Errors as others, and that if, 
in his or the preceding PAMPHLET, any Errors or 


| Miſtakes be fairly ſhewn him, he moſt folemnly 
proteſts that he will not obſtinately and pertinaciouſ- 


ly attempt to defend, but moſt willingly and chear- 


fully renounce them: His Deſign being not to defend 


any one Party whatever, but to ſearch out Truth, 
and do Juſtice to all Parties. 


The principal Objections to the preceding Pamph- 
let may all be reduced to the following Heads : — 


I. That, in the Account of the Riot at Epheſus, 
the Author is pleas'd to call the Craftſmen 
by the Name of Diana's CLERGY, or 
PRIESTS of Diana. It is objected, the 


Craftſmen were Shrine-makers, or Journeymen 


Labourers, and can't with any Propriety be 
called Clergy or Prieſts; and that the Au- 
thor maliciouſly intended to throw the Odium 
of this Riot on the Ephefian Prieſts, the bet- 
ter to anſwer his favourite Deſign to laſh and 
condemnall Prieſts in general. 


IT. That the charging the Presbyterian Clergy with 


being the principal Promoters of the Perſecu- 
tions in New-Zngland is unjuſt and ground- 
leſs. They affirm, that the Clergy at that 


Time in Neꝛo-Eugland were IN DE E N- 
DEN TS, and not PRESBYTERIANS; 
and conſequently the Charge as to them is 
_ falſe in Fact, and muſt fall to the Ground. 


III. That the Author is certainly an Enemy to the 
Miniſterial Qffice and Charafer, and that he 
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72 
has condemn'd a whole Order and Society 
of Men without Diftin#ion or Exception- 


than which nothing can be more unreaſon, 
able or unjuſt, 


I hope I may be allow'd to have ftated the Ob- 
- To 


which I am now to reply. 


ASIA (before the late Diſcoveries in AME RI- 
CA) was always ſuppoſed to be the largeſt and 
fineſt Quarter of the World. It was firſt peopled. 
Here the Law of GOD was firſt promulgated, and 
CHRIST appear'd in the Fleſh, This Quarter 
of the World 1s of ſuch a vaſt and prodigious Ex- 
tent, that it 1s divided into Five Grand Monarchies ; 
viz. The Grand Scignior's, the King of Perſia's, 
the Great Mogui's, the Emperor of China's, and 
the Cham of 7. artary's. Beſides, there is another 
Diviſion, into Two Parts, the Greater and Leſſer. 
In Leſſer Alia, or Aſia Minor (as it is is more gene- 
rally call'd), ſtood this famous City of Epheſus, eſtee- 
med to be the Grand Emporium, or Metropolis, of 
all Aa Minor. And here it raiſes one's Pity, Ten- 
derneſs, and Concern, to ſee ſuch a vaſt and fine 
Part of the World, containing ſo many Kingdoms 
and Nations, to be ſunk into the groſſeſt and moſt 
impious Idolatry. All {fa Minor were the Wor- 


ſhippers of the Great Goddeſs DI AN A, who was 


Daughter of JUPITER by his Wife LaTon a. 
She had a Number of Tenia and Prieſts through- 
out all this vaſt Empire ; but her more immediate 
Reſidence was at the Temple of Epheſus : A Tem- 
ple probably the moſt famous and magnificent that 
ever the World ſaw. It was Two Hundred Years in 
* 


11 we 


1 
building, and was juſtly efteem*d Oue of the Mondern 
of the World. Pliny ſays, that the Invention of 


ſetting Pillars upon Pedeſtals, and adorning the 
Chapiters and Baſes, was firſt practiſed in build», 


ing of this Temple. There was a prodigious Num- 
bers of Marble Pillars, vaſtly high, and exquiſite- 
ly fine. The Doors were of Cypreſs Wood poliſh- 
ed and gliſtering. The Statue of Dr am a, ſome 
ſay, was of maſſy Gold, others ſay of Ivory. It 
was gorgeouſly array'd, and of a moſt ineſtimable 


Price. The Accounts of the Grandeur, Magnii- 


cence, and Wealth, of this Church exceed all Be- 
lief, as well as the Number of Prieſts that attended it. 
Beſides, there was a little Army of Craftſmen, and 
Labourers, that were imploy'd in the Repairs of this 
prodigious Fabrick, in the conſtant additional Buil- 
dings, and in making Shrines, and other Ornaments 
for the Images, The Revenues of theſe Eobeſian 
Prieſts were a vaſt and mighty Sum. All Ala Minor 
were their Slaves and Tributaries. They had Mil- 
lions of People, who, from their daily Labour and 
Induſtry, contributed to ſupport theſo impious De- 
luders and Impoſtors, in Riot, Eaſe, and Luxury. | 

And, the better to carry on their abominable Fraud #| 

and Deluſion, they pretended alſo to have an Image 
which- fell down from JupIiT ER. Horrid Impiety ! - 
Nothing too wicked and falſe for thoſe Priefts to un- 


 dertake! They raiſe Heaven and Earth in Defence 


of their lying Forgeries and Superſtitions. Fell down 
from Jupiter! How do they trifle with the awful 
and tremendous Name of GOD, by pretending their 
Forgeries and Impoſtures came from Heaven, and 
that the GOD of Heaven would protect and ſupport 
tem, | - | w” 

The Cafiſinen being F e imploy'd in and 


about 


441 


about this T emple, they could not but be privy to all 
the horrid Lies and Deceits of theſe wicked Prieſts. 

They could not but know that the Statue of Diana 
was a ſenſeleſs Thing, and that the Worſhip and A- 
doration paid to it was abſolutely-ſtupid and ridicu- 
lous. And as to the Image, which they pretended 


came down from Heaven, they muſt know it to be 


a groſs and moſt impudent Deluſion. They muſt 
* Know that this very Image was their own Handy- 
work, framed by ſome Stone-cutter or Carver. Paul 
and his Two Companions had been a long Time at 
Epheſus, daily declaring in a bold and open Manner, 
that they were no GODS that were made with Hands. 
-— Atheiſm and Infidelity with a Vengeance! At 
which the whole Army of Prigfs and Craftſmen be- 

gan to be alarm'd. They preſently ſaw, that, not- 
withſtanding their Civil Eſtabliſpment, notwithſtan- 
ding their mighty Numbers, their great Power and ex- 
orbitant Wealth, yet Paul and his T'wo Companions, 


3 having Truth, Honeſty, and Common-Senſe on 


their Side, would be a Match for *em all, and defeat 
them too, could they have but a fair Hearing for it. 
Things being brought to this paſs, it was now high 
Time for the Prieſts and Craftſmen to interpoſe, 
fearing the Eyes of the People ſhould be open'd, 
and all their Tricks and Forgeries be diſcover'd. — 
It was now determined and reſolved on to charge 
Paul and his Two Companions with Atheiſm and In- 
fidelity, and to fall on them with Violence and Out- 
rage. It's true, by the Sacred Story the Rioters ap- 
pear to conſiſt chiefly of the Craft/men. However, 
from the Nature and peculiar Circumſtances of this 
Affair, there is all the Reaſon in the World to be- 
lieve the Prieſts were at the Bo/tom of all, and that 


all the Mobbing and Rioting were by their Inſtiga- 
tion 


3 COT: - 'J 
tion and Direction. The Prieſts and Craft/inen were | 
both equally concern'd in ſupporting the Reputation 

of their ſenſeleſs Images. They were the only Men 
in the whole Empire that got any- thing by it. Both 
the Craftſmen and Prieſts were embark'd in one and 
the ſame fraudulent Deſign; aud it became neceſſary 
for them to exert their joint and concurrent Endea- 
vours to prevent the People from receiving any new 
Light or Conviction. Their grand Buſineſs was to IM; 
keep the People in Ignorance and Blindneſs, which JW 
would make them tame and ſubmiſſive, and conſe- I 
quently the more eaſy to be cheated of their Money, 
Conſciences, and Senſes. Why ſo much Con- 
cern and Tenderneſs for thoſe Epbeſian Prieſts ? 
They were certainly great Deceivers and Impoſtors; 
——and-altho* (by the Way) not nearly fo violent and 
wicked as the Romiſh Prieſts: For, by the Sacred 
Story, they permitted Paul quietly to remain in the 
City of Epheſus near Two Years, and allow'd him 
daily to diſpute in their Schools. Such an Inſtance of If 
Indulgence and Toleration as is not to parallel'd in 
the Romiſh Church. No, certainly; their Prieſts 
will be ſatisfy'd with nothing leſs than immediate 
Fire and Faggot. | 

It now undeniably appears that the Epheſr, an Prieſts | 
and Craftſmen were by Intereſt and Inclination en- 

aged in the ſame fraudulent Deſign. It has been 


uſual for Authors of Great Eminence, in treating of. WW 


this famous Riot, to lump the Craft/men and Prieſts all 
together, and to call them by the more general Name 
of Priefts. For a Proof of which I could produce 


many Inſtances: But I ſhall not trouble the Reader 


withlooking into old muſty Books and Records, which 
is not agreeable to the preſent Age. I hall onlyre- 


fer him to his London Magazine for June laſt ; where © | 
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he will find the following ExpreMons, in a Snack 
deliver'd by a very Judicious and Learned Gentle- 
man before the Henourable the Houſe of Commons; 
an Aſſembly of Gentlemen, who, for Wealth, Lear- 
ning, and Good- Senſe, are not to be equall'd by ma- 
ny Aſſemblies upon Earth. Twill give it you in 1* 
Gentleman's own Words: 
Reformation in Religion has been always a 
« frightful Word to Priefts.* 
© Thoſe Abuſes in Religion which make a Re- 
formation neceſſary have been always introduced 
by the Cunning of Prieſts, for mereafing their 
© own Power and Revenues. ? | 
This Order of Men dread a Reformation, be- 
© cauſe it muſt be attended with a Diminution of 
© their Power or their Profits, and probably with a 
Diminution of both.“ 
The overgrown Power of Prieſts is of pernici- 
© ous Conſequence to true Religion. 
© I frequently think of the Prieſts of Diana at 
© Fpheſus. It is not the Danger that threatens the 
* Publick, but the Danger that threatens their 
« Shrines, Which they are afraid of. * | 
L only offer this to ſhew, that the Gentleman 
lumps the Priefs and the Shrines, and conſequently 
the Shrine-makers, or Craftſmen, altogether. And 
| it does not appear, by the ſubſequent Speeches, that 
| any one denied his Aſſertions, reflected on him, or 
attempted to charge him with the eaſt Impropriety. 
This, it is to be hoped, will amount to a Juſtifica- 
tion of the Author for calling the Vins maler 
and Craftſmen Diana's Prieſts. 
However, after all that has or can be aid on th 8 
| Subject, the Author is ready to acknowledge, that, 
in a ſtrict Propriety of Speech, the * ſmen or 


Shrine. 


r 


Shrime-makers were not Nrieſis. And this Error, 


the Honourable the Houſe of Commons, relating 


L 


which has given ſo much Offence, is now corrected 
in the preſent Edition; as it would have been inthe 
ſecond, had the Author been in Town when that 
Impreſſion. Was work*d-off, | 

And here I would beg Leave to remark, * 
thoſe Aſſortions of the Learned Gentleman, before 


to the Prieſts, are not to be underſtood in a confined 
and limited Senſe; but an abſolute, ſtrict, and lite- | 
ral Senſe; that is to ſay, That Rene in 


Keligion has ever been a frightful Word to 


Prieſts — Thoſe Abuſes in Religion which — 


& 2 Reformation neceſſary have been alway intro- l 
< duced, by the Cunning of Prieſts, for encreaſing 


© their own. Power and Revenues : — This Order of 
Men dread a Reformation, becauſe it mult be at- 


+ tended with a Diminution of their Power or their 
Profits, or probably with a Diminution of both: 


© — The overgrown Power of Prieſts is of perni- 
cious Conſequence to true Religion: I ſay, 
theſe Aſſertions are to be underſtood in a ſtrict and 
literal Senſe. They ſtand confirmed by the univer- 


ſal Experience of Mankind, in all Ages of the 
World. Vea, the Hiſtories of all the Kingdoms, 

Nations, and People upon Earth, 1 de- 
clare their unqueſtionable Truth and Veracity. To | 


prove which I could eaſily produce Five Hundred 


Inſtances; yea, had I Leafure and Indlination to:go 
Jo far back as the Council of Nice, Anno Dem. 3253. 
I dare fay I could produce Five Thouſand Inſtances 

to confirm and eſtabliſh the Aſſertions of this Gen- 
tleman before the Houſe of Commons. — How- 
ever, I will mention but Three or Four Inſtances, 
no farther back than Queen Elizabeth's Time. 


Queen 


[78] 
Queen Mary died on the 15th of . | 
1558, and was ſucceeded by Queen E/izabeth. On 


[ [ 22 the Firſt of January following, ſhe directed 


ber Chaplain, that the Liturgy, the Epiſtle, and 


| Goſpel, of the Day, that were to be us'd in Her 


| Majeſty's Chappel, ſhould be read in Engliſh: And 
at the ſame Time directed the Lord Mayor of Lon- 
Aon to iſſue out an Order, that in Time to come the 
fame ſhould be done in all the Churches in Londor. 
This drew upon Her Majeſty the Reſentment of 
the Biſhops, and the whole Body of the Clergy. 

{ Biſhop Burnet is forced to acknowledge, that ſeve- 
| ral Biſhops complain'd of it moſt vehemently, and 
made long Speeches againſt it in the Houſe of 

Lords, grounded chiefly on the Authority of the 

{' Church, and the Antiquity of the Eftabliſh'd Religion. 
Some of thoſe very good and pious Biſhops made 
a moſt fad and lamentable Complaint that the Con- 
ſent of the Catholick Church, and the perpetual Suc- 
cefſion in St. Peter's Chair, had not more Authority 
and Regard paid to it. Vide Bp. Burnet's Abriage- 

ment of the Reformation, Page 354. 
| Certainly this will be allow'd to be one Inſtance 
wherein the Prieſts were Cramps to the Reformation. 
Thoſe very Biſhops carried their Reſentment ſo far, 
that on Sunday the 15th of the ſame Month, when 


the Ceremony of Her Majeſty's Coronation was to 


be perform” d, in Weſtminſter Abbey, they all to a 
Man refus'd to put the Crown on the Head of Queen 
Elizabeth. Upon which Rapin has this plain Re- 

mark. — The Prelates (/ays he) were ſo weak as to 
imagine, that the Miniſtry of a Biſbop was eſſen- 
"© 7;al to a Coronation, and that if it was refus'd, the 
Queen was deprived of her n — How- 


eber, 


ever, after much Perſuaſion, Dr. Ogletborpe, Biſhop 


formation. 
ment was ended, the Queen order'd the Oath of 


[ 79 ] 


of Carliſie, was prevail'd on to do it. 


A few Days afterwards a Bill was brought into 
the Houſe of Commons to reſtore to the Crown 


the Firſt Fruits and Tenths, which Queen Mary 
had torn from the Crown, and given to the Church. 


This Bill paſs'd the Houſe of Commons without 


much Oppoſition: But in the Houſe of Lords the 
Biſhops were violently enrag'd, and voted againſt it 


to a Man. Notwithſtanding all their Noiſe and 

Clamour, the Bill was paſs'd into a Law, on the 
4th of February following. © 
The Supremacy of the Crown is a Legal Part of 
our Conſtitution, and has ever been eſteem'd the 


Ground-work, or Chief Corner-ſtone, of the Re- 
As ſoon as the firſt Seſſion of Parlia- 


Supremacy to be tender'd to the Biſhops, who all 
abſolutely refus'd it except One, and that was Kit- 


chin, Biſhop of Landaff, This muſt certainly be 
eſteem'd another moſt notorious Inſtance of their 


retarding the glorious Progreſs of the Reformation. 


I muſt here take Notice, that ſome Excuſe may be 


offer*d for about Six or Seven of the Biſhops. They 
had actually taken the Oaths of Supremacy in Hen- 
ry the Eighth's Time, and in Queen Mary's Reign 
they had openly and publickly renounced them. So 


they could not with any tolerable Face take a third 
Step, and ſwear back again. Upon this Refuſal of 


the Biſhops, many of them were, ſhortly after, de- 


prived, and their Places ſupply'd by others, who 
were preſum'd to be more favourable to the Refor- 


re all along a dead Weight to the Refor- 


mation. 
Parker, 


; 

1. 
| 
| 
' 
| 


as. a hs. 
* — re 


mation. — Yet even theſe new Biſhops, moſt of 
| them, we ö 
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F Buren Archbiſhop of Canterbury, and Cov, 
= Biſhop of Ely, and others of the new Bi uy 


| clared for continuing the Images and Crucitixes in 
tze Churches, and the Images of the titular Saints, 


together with many other Grenlib of Idolatry and 
| Superſtition, which the Laity were for having de- 
maoliſh'd and deſftroy'd. Mr. Strype writes, Moſt 
| © of the Inferior Clergy kept their Places, as they 
| © had done through all the Changes of the Three 
| © laſt Reigns. And without all Queſtion, if the 
Queen had died, and the old Religion had been 

reſtored, they would turn again. But the Biſhops, 
and ſome of the Dignified Clergy, having ſworn 


Hh At 


| © tothe Supremacy in Henry the Eighth's Time, 
|, © and renounced it again under Queen Mary, they 


| © thought it reflected too great a Diſhonour on their 
Characters to turn again; and therefore reſolved to 


hold together, and by their Weight endeavour ta 


* diſtreſs the Reformation.“ 

This Remark of Mr. S/rype's. is worth Notice. 
It's the plain, honeſt, and naked Truth of the 
Matter. 

During the firſt Ten Years of Queen Elizabeth's 
Reign, there was a conſtant and perpetual Struggle 
between the different Parties, the Queen, the Biſpops, 
and Clergy, on one Side, and the Nobility, Gentry, 
and Commonaliy, on the other. The former were 
always juſtifying the Impoſitions, and inforcing all 
| the Prieſtly Claims, Veſtments. Habits, c. Sc. 
and that all Miniſters ſhould. inſtantly be diſqualified 
who ſhould preſume to preach without a ſpecial Li- 
cence from the Biſnop, and that no Licence be gran- 
ted without an Engagement and Subſcripion to a 
ſtrict and abſolute Conformity to all the Habits, 
Veſtments, and Ceremonies, Canonical Orders and 
Conſtitutions. This 


[8] 
This gave Occaſion to the firſt formal SE NARAT ION 
from the Church of England by the moſt Conſcienti- 
ous of the Miniſters, who refus*'d Subſcription to 
thoſe Articles: And they were preſently known and 
diſtinguiſh*d by the Name of Huritans. At the 
ſame Time, a great Number of the Nobility, Gen- 
try, and Commonalty, were for proceeding further 
in the Reformation; and a mighty Noiſe was made 
for ſeveral Vears by the different Parties about the 
Surplice in Divine Worſhip, Square Caps, Schce- 
lars Gowns, and many other Trifles, which they 
call'd Snperſtitious Rites and Ceremonies. Beſides, 
they were loudly and eternally complaining againſt - 
Pluralities, Non-refidences, and Spiritual Courts. 
In the Year 1570, this Party was become fo very 
conſiderable, that they reſolved to try their Strength 
in the Houſe of Commons. Accordingly a Motion 
was made by Mr. Strictland, the Oldeſt Member in 
the Houſe, a Gentleman in high Reputation for 
Piety, Learning, and Good-Senſe. He offer'd a 
Bill for a further Reformation in the Church, and in- 


troduced it with a Speech, endeavouring to prove, 


that even yet there were ſome Superſtitious Remains 
of Popery,' which might caſily be alter'd, without 
any Danger of changing the Religion. The Trea- 

ſurer of the Queen's Houſhold immediately reply'd, 
That all Matters of Ceremony in the Church were 
the Royal Prerogative, and that they muſt not pre- 
ſume to meddle with it. The Queen was ſo diſ- 
pleas'd with Mr. Strickland for his Motion, that fhe 
ſent for him before the Council, and forbad him to 
attend the Parliament any more. — At which the 
' Houſe (being then ſitting) was greatly alarm'd: 
Many declar'd the Freedom of Parliament was de- 
ſtroy d; and that the W was now carry*d 


to 


F001 - 
to a Length unknown to our Laws. Upon theſe 
warm Speeches, the Queen thought fit — 
to reſtore Mr. Strictland. 
Notwithſtanding the Commons wete forbid to 
meddle in the Diſcipline of the Church, yet a 
now ventured to preſent a long and well penn'd 
Addreſs to the Queen, complaining that Numbers 
* were now admitted into the Church that were in- 
famous in their Lives and Converſations ;. and 
that, by Reaſon of Pluralities and Non-reſidences, 
infinite Numbers of Her Majeſty's Subjects wele | 
© like to periſh for Lack of Knowledge. It's a 
notable Addreſs ; but I han't Time to tranſcribe it. 
The Queen took no Notice of the Addreſ at all; 
but made another bold Stroke, and commanded the 
Commons to deliver up the Two Bills now reading 
in their Houſe touching Rites and Ceremonies; and 
directed the Speaker to acquaint the Houſe, that it 
was Her Majeſty's Will and Pleaſure that they re- 
ceive no Bills concerning Religion, unleſs the ſame 
were firſt conſider'd by the Biſhops and Cletgy in 
Convocation. 
The Commons comply*d, and ſent Het Majeſty 
the two Bills. However, it was look'd on as 2 high 
Strain of the Prerogative, and awaken'd a brave 
Spirit of Liberty. among a Numbet- of the Mem- 
bers; and many bold and free Speeches were triatle 
on this Occaſion. I will give you that of Sir Ruler 
Wentworth verbatim, Anno Dom. 1571. | 


<= + 
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I prieves me to the very Heart 70 % bow vi Shs 
Liberty of Speech has been infringed. Two 72855 
do great Hurt among us. One is, a Rumonr that ran 
about the Houſe, when the Bill. about the Rites of the 
Church was ORG * heed what you do; — 
the 
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the Queen liketl not ſuch a Matter: She will be 
offended with them that preſeut it. The other is, 
that ſome Time ſince a Meſſage was brought to our 
Houſe, either countermandivg or inhibiting our Procee- 
dings. It is dangerous always to follow a Prince's 
Mind, becauſe they may favonr a Cauſe prejudicial to 
the Honour of GOD ard the Good of the State. 
Her Majeſty forbids us to dem in any Matter of Reli- 
ion, mileſs we firt receive it from the Biſhops. — 
"his was a dreadful Meſſage. =— Then there is no 
Hope of Far + 1 — heard from Old Par- 
liament-men, that the Baniſbment of the Pope, and 
the Reforming our Religion, had its Beginning from 
this Houſe, and not from the Biſhops. -—— Few Laws 


for Religion had their Foundation from them. And. 


Ido 72 think, and before G O T ſpeak it, that 
the Biſhops were the Cauſe of that doleful Meſſage. : 


Some Writers ay, Sir Peter Wentworth was ſent 
to the Tower for this Speech. He was a top 
Speaker in the Houſe of Commons, and was ever 


- NY a downright, honeſt, 7rue Engli ſoman. 


Notwithſtanding the frequent Prohibicions of the 
ueen, the Parliament ſtill ventured to meddle in 
Eccleſiaſtical Affairs, having nothing more at Heart 
than the further Reformation of the Church. And 
for that Purpoſe other Bills were brought in by Dr. 
Turner, Sir Thomas Livy, and Sir Edward Dymock, 
for Liberty for godly Miniſters, and that they may 
continue in the Exercife of their Miniſtry, without 
being obliged to Subſcriptions; and that none 
be deprived of their Benefices for other Reaſons 
than Heręſies condemned by the expreſs 'Word 


of GOP, or for diſſolute Lives; and that the 


L. 2. Exor-- 
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| eber of Spiritual Courts may be reduced 


and reſtrained. 

The Biſhops and Clergy had ſuch an Aſcendancy 
over the Queen, that thoſe Bills were ſoon thrown _ 
out of the Houſe, or dropp'd quite: And the Bi- 
ſhops continued to have their full Swing, and went 
on ſuſpending and turning out vaſt Numbers of the 
Miniſters, who refus'd to ſubſcribe, moſt of whic A 
had been very inſtrumental, and remarkable 


their Piety, Learning, and great Uſefulneſs, in 1 


Church. — The Lord Keeper Bacon, with all his 
Influence, could not ſecure his own Chaplain, the I 


Reverend and Learned Mr. Robert Johnſon. He 
was ſhut up in a cloſe Priſon, and there remain'd 
*till he died, only for refuſing to ſubſcribe. . They 
went on ſo furiouſly that in the Dioceſe of Norwich 
no leſs than Three Hundred Miniſters were ſuſpen- 


died, by a Special Commulticn from Pop 
| Parker. 


I can't proceed without taking Notice of what the 


Learned Mr. Chillingworth ſays on the Article of | 


Subſcriptions. He calls it © an Impoſition on 
Mens Conſciences, much like that which the 
Church of Rome aſiumes.* — Again; © when he 


© conſidered that a folemn Declaration, that he be- 


© lieved That to be true and lawful, which he judged 
© to be falſe and unlawful, was a ſolemn Prevaricati- 
on, and forfeiting all Pretences to Sincerity, Ho- 


an 


to renounce all woridly Advantages, and loſe for 
eyer all Hopes oi Preterment, rather than comply 
with the Subſcriptions required; the very Thought 
of the Uneaſineſs and Diſturbance of Mind which 
he ſhould afterwards have felt, if he had ſubſcri- 
| bed 


c 
* 
6 
neſty, and the Favour of GOD, he fully reſolved 
c 


— ³¹ꝛ % ⁵d;;. ̃ ͥů- a nn L 


5 VL 
© bed, as he was going to do, ſtruck him with Hor- 
tor.“ Vide the Life of Chillingworth by Maizeaux, 
pa. 85. What Sort of Conſciences muſt the Bi- 
ſhops, and others of the holy Prieſthood, have; to 
impriſon, ſtarve, ruin, and beggar fo many pious 
and Learned Miniſters of GOD's Word, for not do- 
ing what the Great Chi/lingworth could not think of 


without Horror? 


At the Meeting of the Parliament in the Year 


1584, the Speeches ran very ſmartly againſt Eccle- 


ſiaſtical Grievances; and moſt of the Top Speakers 
declar'd their utter Abhorrence and Deteſtation of 


the Cruelties exercis'd by the perſecuting Prelates. 


They alſo affirm'd, that thoſe Severities were ex- 


_ treamly diſagreeable to the far greater Part of the 


Nobility, Gentry, Yeomantry, and Traders of Eng- 


land: And immediately a Bill was brought in againſt 
Pluralities. At which the Biſhops and Clergy were 
quite frighten'd and alarm'd, that the Houſe ſhould 
again venture to meddle in Eccleſiaſtical Matters, 
after ſo many Prohibitions from the Crown. The 
Convocation immediately pteſented an Addreſs to 


the Queen to prevent tlie paſſing this, and ſome o- 


ther Eccleſiaſtical Bills, chen under the Conſiderati- 


on of the Houſe. But the Parliament were too 


wiſe to be influenced by ſuch poor and weak Argu- 


ments as were contained in the Addreſs of the Con- 
vocation ; and in a few Days the Bill againſt Plarali- 


ties actually paſſed the Houſe of Commons, and 
immediately was ſent up to the Lords for their Con- 


currence and Approbation. Whitegift, Archbiſhop 


of Canterbury, and Dr. Cooper, Biſhop of Wincheſter, 
open'd againſt this Bill moſt vehemently in ſeveral 
long Speeches; and the Intereſt of the Crown con- 

Is cur- 


+ 
7 
5 
+ 
$ 
4 
U 
id 
| | 
4 
} 


11 105 
curring with the Bench of Biſhops, the Bill was 
thrown out at once. At which the Commons were 
exaſperated to a great Degree, and immediately or- 
der*d that ſeveral other Bills be brought in relating to 


. Eccleſiaſtical Grievances. And accordingly a Bill 


was brought in to leſſen the Power, and to reduce 
the Fees, of all the Eccleſiaſtical Courts. Another 
Bill was, That Biſhops ſhould be ſworn in the Courts. 
of Chancery or the King's Bench, that they ſhould 


act nothing againſt the Common Law. A third was 


for Liberty to marry at all Times of the Year. 
The Biſhops and Convocation were again dread- 
fully alarm'd, and exclaim'd vehemently to the 
Queen againſt the Houſe of Commons for meddling 
in Church Matters, and pretended they would, un- 
leſs reſtrain'd, throw all Things into a State of An- 
archy and Confuſion, —— That is, in plain Engliſb, 
the Biſhops and Clergy were violently enraged with 
the Parliament for their repeated Endeavours to eſta - 
bliſh the noble Principles of lawful Liberty, and to 
free Mankind from their wicked Tyranny and Op- 
preſſion. At the ſame Time, the Archbiſhop preſ- 
ſed the Queen much to make Alterations by Ca- 
nons, and not by Statutes. The Queen liked the Mo- 
tion, and ſent the Lord Treaſurer with a Meſſage to 
the Houſe of Commons, who reprimanded them 
ſeverely and openly, forbad the Speaker ſo much as 
to receive or read any more Bills touching Reforma- 
tion in Cauſes Eccigſiaſtical. 5 
By this it appears what dreadful Enemies the 
Archbiſhop and his Convocation were, not only to 
our Conſtitution, but to all the moſt ſacred Rights 
and Privileges of the People. For it was they, and 
they only, that moved the Queen to act fo raſhly and 
unreaſonably, and ſo contrary to her natural 100 
= dom, 


5 E 
dom, Prudence, and Juſtice; in all other Reſpects 
towards the Parliament. E 
The Parliament being flow feſtrain'd from nied- 

dling any more in Churcli Matters by the arbitrary 

Profiibi iohs of the Queen; they began to give them- 


ſelves Vent by Writing; and a Number of Books 


were now printed in Defence of the Reformation, in 
Defence bf the er and in Favour of the 
_ Civil and Religious Rights of the People. In theſe 
Books the exorbitant Power and perſecuting Practices 
of the Spiritual Courts, together with the Tyranny 
and Oppreſſion of the Biſhops, were fully expos'd 
and condemin'd. In ſhort they were ſo maul'd off, 
that it was inſufferable; it was not to be born. And 


there were few or any Replies made. The Biſhops 


and Clergy well knew that the Principles of the Re- 
formation; the Conſtitution, the Laws of the Land, 
Common-Senſe, the New Teſtament, were all point 
blank againſt them. | „ 

The Obſervation of the famous Earl of Shafts- 
bury is certainly juſt, viz. * That Truth, open and 
© naked Truth, is the moſt powerful Thing in the 


World. — The Biſhops and Clergy not being 


able to bear up, or to face the Truth and Honeſty 
of their Lay Adverſaries, they determin'd to anſwer 
them all at orice, by ſhutting up the Preſs. An Ex- 
pedient the moſt dreadful, wicked, and deplorable, 
of any in the World; having a natural Tendency 
to inſlave both Body and Mind, and reduce Man- 
kind to a State of the moſt abject Servitude and 
Bondage. In Conſequence of this Reſolution, 
the Archbiſhop of Canterbury, and the other Pre- 


lates, obtain'd the following tyrannical Decree, in 


the Star- Chamber Court, for reſtraining the Preſs :—- 
« Juno Domini 1585. It is decreed, that there ſhall 
yy - 
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be no Printing Preſſes in private Places, nor any 
© but in London and the Two Univerſities. No new 


Preſſes ſhall be ſet up but by Licenſe from the 


* Archbiſhop of London, for the Time being. All 


Printers to be approved by the Eccleſiaſtical Com- 


© miſſioners. No Book to be printed unleſs perus'd 
by the Archbiſhop, or Biſhop of London, or their 
2 Chaplains. No Book to be printed againſt the 
Laws in Being, nor any of the Queen's Injuncti- 
* ons. Perſons that ſhall ſell or bind up ſuch a 
Book to ſuffer One Month's Impriſonment : The 


© Warden of the Stationers Company to ſearch after 


them, and ſeize them; and the Printers of ſuch 
Books to be diſabled from exercifing the Trade, 
their Preſſes to be broken „and their Bodies impri- 
CSE. 

This Decree, with its direful Conſequences, is too 


wicked to bear any Remark. I will proceed no far- 


ther. It would take up my whole Life to recount 


ik all the Inſtances to this Purpoſe that may be found 


in this and the preceding Reigns. 

I this is a Digreſſion, it will certainly be eſtee- 
med a pertinent one. For, having taken the Liber- 
ty to quote the Aſſertions of the Learned Gentle- 
man before the Honourable Houſe of Commons, it 


became neceſſary for me to ſupport thoſe Aſſertions 


by unqueſtionable Proofs, to prevent the ſaid Gen- 
tleman's being cs. d by any rude and unmannerly 


. 


T now return to the Vindication of the prece- 


ding Pamphlet; and am to reply to the ſecond Ob- 
Jeftion, viz. * That the Charging the Preſbyterian 


'* Clergy with being the principal Promoters of the 
8 Perſecutions i in New England is unjuſt and * 
— * 


mig 
© leſs. They affirm, that the Clergy at that Time 
in New England were Independents; and not Preſ- 
«. byterians:; and conſequently the Charge on them 


is falſe in Fact, and muſt fall to the Ground. 


It's very true, the Hiſtories -of thoſe Times call 
the Perſecutors by the general Name of Puritans ;. 
which was always underſtood to mean equally and a- 
like the Pre/byterians and Independents. And in the 
Author's Manuſcript they were firſt called the Puri- 
tan Clergy; but, on a Review, he ſtruck out the 


Mord Puritan, and put in Preſoyterian ; it being a 


Word of a later Date, and better underſtood by the 


_ vulgar Reader: And the Author apprehends, that, 
at this Moment, (according to the common Accep- 


tation of Words) the Independents are included in 
the more general Word Pre/byterian ; the Difference 
between each Party being inconſiderable. 5 
. How far the Author now ſtands convicted of a 
Falſhood muſt be left to the Reader to determine. 
Beſides, whether they were Preſbyterians or Indepen- 
dents, or a Mixture of Both Parties, (which is the 
moſt probable) the Deſign of the Author is equally 
anſwer'd by it: Which was only to prove that the 
Puritan, Preſbyterian, or Independent Miniſters (calt 
them which you will) were the chief Promoters and 
Abettors of the Perſecution in New: England; and 
that they were the very ſame Perſons who in Eng- 
land had been ſeverely perſecuted themſelves by that 
wicked and turbulent Prieſt Archbiſhop Laud, and 
the other perſecuting Prelates. 1 
It's really ſtrange and ſurprizing for the Preſbyte- 
rians to pretend they have never been juſtly charge» 
able with Perſecution, It's no more nor leſs than an 
open and manifeſt Contradiction to all the Hiſtories 


of this Kingdom. In Cromwell's Time, when the 


M Preſbyterian 
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Preſbyterian Party found themſelves in Poſſeſſon of 
Power, they preſently rejected all moderate Mea- 
fures, and were not for allowing any F orm of Reli- 
gion but their own. 

The /olemn League and Covenant, i in the ſecond 
Article of which they declare and affirm they will 
© endeavour the Extirpation of Archbiſhops, Biſhops, 
© Chancellors, Commiſſaries, and all other Eccleſiaſ- 
* tical Officers, depending on the Hierarchy,* was 
not this Covenant impos d on, and rigorouſly 3 
ted of, all People? Were not great Numbers of 
the Epiſcopal Clergy expell'd their Living? 

A long — was alſo publickly preſented 
to Parliament, deſiring that all who did not con- 
form to the Publick Diſcipline might be declared 


i 1 7. end proceeded againſt, and that none diſaffected 


to the Preſbyterian Government be employed in any 
Place of Publick Truſt. And to ſpeak out the na- 
ked Truth, they were as zealous for Uniformity in 
their Worſhip and Diſcipline as the Prelatical Party 


before them had been for their Ceremonies, Veſt- 


ments, and other Trifles. 
Are there not Inſtances of a more recent Date, 


wherein the Preſbyterian Clergy have unreafonably 


perſecuted each other? Have not many of their 
Miniſters, the moſt Eminent for Piety, Learning, 
and Uſefulneſs in the Church, been perſecuted and 
run down for trifling Opinions, whereby they and 
their Families have been reduced to Diſtreſs and Po- 
verty ? 

Thanks be to GOD, and to the eternal Honour 
and Renown of the preſent Preſbyterian Clergy, 
that they openly renounce all the perſecuting Prin- 
ciples and Practices of their Predeceſſors. Yea, 
fo tar back as the Year * at a General Mee- 
ting 
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ting of their Miniſters at Salter's Hall, Londoy, the 
Majority (being Fifty Seven againſt Fifty Three) 
and Courage to declare publickly 
in Fayour of the BIBLE, and renounced all Power 
to add any new Articles to the CRRIsTIAN FAITH 
or to impoſe their own Explications or Conſequences 


on che Conſciences of others. They went ſo far as 


— give up the unreaſonable Claim of impoſing Suh - 
ſcriptions to any Human Creeds, or Forms whatſq- 


ever. Probably the firſt Inſtance, ſince the Eſtab- 
lihment of CRHRISTIANIT V, of any Aſſembly of Ec- 
cleſiafticks adbering to the BIBLE, and openly ac- 
knowledging it to be the ALON E STAN DARD 


of Faith and Manners. 


This is truly Chriſtian Liberty. It is ſuch a Li- 
berty as is perfectly conſiſtent with that eternal and 
immutable Law of doing unto others as we would be 
done by. It is that Liberty which the Great and Im- 
mortal Locks is pleaſed to call © abſolute Liberty, 


< * guſt and true Liberty, equal and impartial Liberty; 


the Thing we ſtand in need of, the Equitablenefs 
and Practicableneſs of which will be efteem'd 
highly ſeaſonable by all Men that have Souls large 
enough to prefer the Intereſt of the Publick before 
that of a Party. Thoſe that have hitherto 
vindicated our Rights and Privileges have, for the 
moſt part, done it upon narrow Principles, ſuited 
only to the Intereſt of heir own particular Se. or 
Party. 

Locke again: 7 be Kings of the Gentiles exer- 
ciſe Lordſhip over them, ſaid our Saviour to his 
Diſciples ; but ye ſhall not do fo. Lutke xxli. Ver. 25. 
No ; — the Buſineſs of true Religion is quite ano- 
ther Thing. It is not inſtituted in order to the 


erecting of an external Pomp, nor to the obtai- 
M2 -- ning 


„ 
ning an Eccleſiaſtical Dominion, nor to the ex- 
erciſing of compulſive Force; but to the regula- 


” 


' © ting Mens Lives according to the Rules of Piet 


© and Virtue.* Vide Locke's firſt Leiter on Tolera- 
r — ITO} | 


I will fay no more; and am forry I ſhould have 
| "Occaſion to ſay thus much: Which I ſhould never 
have done, were it not from a ſincere Deſire to vin- 
| dicate the Chriſtian Revelation from every Suſpicion 
of being favourable to Perſecution, No; the Re- 
ligion of FESUS equally and alike condemns Per. 
ſecution in all Parties and Denominations whatever : 
And thoſe that are really and truly his Diſciples 
have, in all Ages, eſteem'd Perſecution as a moſt 
deteſtable and impious Practice, and have look*d on 
Perſecutors as publick Incendiaries, the Diſturbers 
and Plagues of Mankind. c 


I now come to the bird and laſt Objection, viz. 
That the Author is certainly an Enemy to the 
Miniſterial Office and Character, and that he has 
* condemn'd a whole Order and Society of Men 
* without Diſtinction or Exception; than which 
© nothing can be more unjuſt or unreaſonable. * _ 

Mr. Locke, ſpeaking of the A# of Uniformity, 
fays: — © So great was the Zeal in carrying on this 

Church Affair, and ſo blind was the Obedience re- 
quired, that if you compare the Time of the-paſ- 
ſing this Act with the Time allotted for the Clergy 
to ſubſcribe the Book of Com mon-prayer, you 
© ſhall plainly find, it could not be printed and dif- 
© tributed, ſo as one Man in Forty could have ſeen - 
or read the Book they did ſo perfectly aſſent and 
conſent to. — The Clergy readily comply'd with 
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it; for you know they are a Sort of Men taught 
rather to obey than underſtand, and to uſe what 
Learning they have to 7u/tify, and not to examines 
what their Superiors command. 
May not any one here with equal Reaſon and 

Propriety declare, that Mr. Locke had unreaſonably 
| reflected on a whole Order and Society of Men without 

Diftinion 2 No certainly; ſuch a Concluſion would 
be unjuſt and unnatural. It can't be preſum'd that 
he meant every particular and individual Man of the 
Clergy : For that IIluſtrious Perſon, at the ſame 
Time, declares that there were above Two Thou- 
ſand Worthy, Learned, pious, and orthodox Di- 
vines, that were driven froth their Wives-and Fa- 
milies, their deareſt Friends and Relations, and, 
what was ſtill worſe, from the Charge of their 
deareſt Flocks, the Care of whoſe Souls they had 
been intruſted with. — By this it appears that the 
Charge on Mr. Locke would be falſe and groundleſs. 
It is true, Biſhop Burnet ' ſays, that the Prieſts 
have not Souls big enough, nor tender enough, 
© for Government, and that they have both a Nar- 
© rownelſs of Spirit and a Sourneſs of Mind, that 
does not agree with the Principles of Human So- 
cCciety. Vet I never heard it once inſinuated, that 
this very pious and learned Biſhop was an Enemy to 
the Prieſtly Office and Character; nor can I find he 
has any where been reflected on, as unjuſtly con- 
demning a whole Order and Society of Men with- 
out Diſtinction. His Words are not to be under- 
ſtood in this Latitude. | 

It is alſo true, the Author of the prepcclihg 

Pamphlet, pa. 27, ſays, © That the Eccleſiaſticks 
© of all Parties, in their Turns, have never faiPd of 


being Perſecutors when i in Foſſeſſion of Power. 
And. 


e 
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And again, pa. 30, It is allow'd on all Hands 


that throughout the ſeveral Ages of the Chriſtian 
Church tlie Clergy have been great Promoters of 
< Perſecution, and have often ſet the World in a 
Flame, to ſatisfy their own unreaſonable Pride, 
Ambition, and Co c touſneſs. 
Notwithſtanding the Offence theſe Aﬀfertions 
may have given to any one, the Author begs Leave 
(with a proper Deference and — to the 
Learned World) to affirm, that theſe Aſſertions are 
abſolutely true; they are plain poſitive Truths, open 
and naked Truths, too evident to be deny'd by any 
Man that has read the Hiſtory of this, or any other 
Kingdom or Nation under Heaven. 
However, the Author would by no means be un- 
derſtood, from any- thing that has been advanced, as 
if he u to reflect on the Miniſterial Office 
and Character. He ſolemnly aſſerts the contrary, and 
declares he has no Deſign to blacken or depreciate 
the Order in General, which in. Conſcience he be- 
lieves to be an Office of great Dignity and Uſe, ha- 
ving a natural Tendency to reform Mankind, and to 
make them wiſer and better, when executed accor- 
ding to the original Deſign of its Inſtitution.— But 
en this Deſign is forgotten, and entirely ſubver- 
ted, and the Prieſts, inſtead of being Overſeers of 
the Church of Chrift, in the Spirit of Meekneſs 
and Truth, ſhall tare, divide, and devour it, and 
proudly uſurp a Dominion over the Laves, Proper- 
ties, and Conſciences of Chriſtians, then, in this 
Caſe, 1 ſee no Reaſon why their Names and Charac- 
ters ſhould be complimented. or held ſacred, or why 
their Inſolence, Oppreſſion, and Tyranny ſhould go 
unpuniſn d. Our Bleſſed SAviouR was ſo far from 
Ziving his Diſciples and Followers a Power 10 perſe- 
cute, 
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cute, that he often told them that they muſt expect 
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to ſuffer Perſecution for his Name's ſake. Mat. x. 1 7. 
Ye fhall be deliver'd up to the Councils, and ſcourged 
in the Synagogues. And again, 7+ ſhall le bated of 
all Men for my ſake. The real and genuine Miniſters 
of Jeſus Chrift have ever recommended the Religion 


they taught by the peaceable Methods they took to 
| propagate it. They readily acknowledged that their 


Kingdom was not of this World, and that the Arms of 
their Warfare were not carnal, but ſpiritual, They 


declared that Moderation, mutual Love, and For- 


bearance, was ever efſential to the true Dignity and 
Character of a Miniſter; and allow'd of no other 


Methods of Conviction than Reaſoning, Argument, 


and Perſuaſion. Ageeable to which the Immortal 


Locke fays, in his firſt Letter of Toleration, pa. 2. 


* Whoever will liſt himſelf under the Banner of 


© CyrisT, muſt, in the firſt Place, and above all 


Things, make War upon his own Luſt and Vices. 
© It is in vain for any Man to uſurp the Name of a 


© Chriſtian without Holineſs of Life, Purity of Man- 


ners, and Benignity and Meekneſs of Spirit.” How 


far different this from the Methods of Excommuni- 
cation, Suſpenſions, Fines, Impriſonments, Tor- 


tures, and Death; which powerful Arguments have 
been introduced into the Church, and recommended 
and practiſed by thoſe who have impiouſly called 


, 


themſelves the Fathers of it? 


To conclude. The Author begs Leave (once for 
all) to affirm, that, as he ever has, ſo he ſhall ever 
continue to have, the greateſt Eſteem and Reve- 
rence for every learned, ſober, moderate, and peace- 


able Miniſter, of whatever Denomination he may 


be: One who by Reaſon and Argument endeavours 
80 
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to promote Knowledge, Piety, Peace, and Charity. 
May the beſt of Bleſſings attend all ſuch both here 
and hereafter! And he can truly ſay, it gives him a 
noble Pleaſure and Satisfaction to conſider and re- 


flect what Numbers of the Clergy. of our Eſtabliſh'd 


Church, on a late Occaſion, have declar'd their open 


and hearty Attachment to our moſt holy Religion, 
to our Laws. Conſtitution, and Government; for 


which their Names and Characters will be juſtly re- 
member'd in ſucceeding Ages to their Honour and 
Renown. But if there are any of the old Stamp 


yet remaining, that are of an imperious, tyrannical, 


arbitrary, and perſecuting Spirit, of whatever De- 
nomination they may be, it would now be peculiarly 
proper for them to conſider, that at this Time of 
Day Mens Eyes are open; and that the Principles of 


Liberty are daily ſpreading and increaſing; and that, 


notwithſtanding the pretended Sanctity of their Cha- 


rafters, they will remain, eternally remain under 


that ſovereign Contempt which they ſo juſtly de- 
ſerve. Amen and Amen. 
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